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OBSERVATIONS, 
Oe. 


HE ſpirit of contention, which, 

for ſome years paſt, hath per- 
vaded the Britiſh dominions, cannot fail 
to have made powerful impreſſions on 
the minds of the moſt calm and diſ- 
paſſionate men. With regard to public 
affairs, it has been carried to a height, 
which, whilſt it muſt affect the moſt 
ſuperficial and inattentive obſervers, will 
make the more ſpeculative examiners into 
human events look forward, with tremb- 
ling ſuſpence, to the probable conſe- 
B quences 


( 2] 

quences of the diſputes by which the 
nation has been, or is hereafter likely 
to be, agitated. In matters, however, 
of a political nature, where the queſ- 
tions themſelves are often difficult of 
determination, where the general wel- 
fare of the community is concerned, 
and where the ambition and intereſt of 
men of rank and ability are ſeeking for 
gratification, it is not ſurpriſing that 
the paſſions ſhould be warmly engaged. 
The motives, both public and private, 
are, in ſuch caſes, too forcible not to 
awaken the ardour of the mind, and to 
produce a vehement contention. 


But while the political world is al- 
ways likely to be more or leſs the ſcene 
of altercation, the literary world might 
be expected to continue in a ſtate of 
tranquillity and harmony. Or if this 
cannot be hoped for in every part of the 
literary world ; if with reſpect to Theo- 
logy, for inſtance, the real or ſuppoſed 

| | Im- 


E 
importance of the objects diſcuſſed will 
almoſt unavoidably be productive of 
warm and eager debates ; yet in philo- 
ſophical Societies, in bodies of men in- 
ſtituted for the promotion of natural 
knowledge, it might reaſonably be pre- 
ſumed that nothing would occur but 
what was peaceful and gentle: and 
when any thing of a contrary ſpirit is 
found in ſuch communities, it will ſin- 
cerely be lamented by the true friends 
of ſcience and learning. 


Perhaps there never was an inſtitution 
which, both from its own nature, and 
the rules on which it has been con- 
ducted, could better be calculated for 
the preſervation of peace and order than 
that of the Royal Society. The total 
excluſion from it of whatever relates to 
religion and politics, cuts off two of the 
chief ſources of diſſention among men; 
and this end 1s farther promoted by 
there being no diſtinction made, in the 

B 2 | election 
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election of members, with regard to 
their civil or religious principles. 
W hat hath eminently contributed to the 
tranquillity of the Society, is its never 
having taken a part, or declared an opi- 
nion, in its corporate capacity, with 
reſpe&t to different ſyſtems of natural 
philoſophy. Experiments have been 
produced before it, facts have been re- 
cited, papers have been read, and, if 
thought to contain ſomething curious 
or uſeful, have been publiſhed; but no 
ſanction is hereby given to any parti- 
cular hypotheſis, which is always left 
to ſtand or fall by its own merit. 


By a conduct ſo wiſe and judicious in 
philoſophical matters, and by the pru- 
dence of its regulations in other re- 
ſpects, the ſociety hath been preſerved 
in harmony, with very little inter- 
miſſion, from its firſt inſtitution to the 
preſent time; and it has now ſubſiſted, 


as a Chartered body, more than a hun- 
| | dred- 


[51] 


dred-and-twenty years. Diverſities of 
ſentiment have, indeed, taken place a- 
mong private members ; and the papers, 
in which they record their different opi- 
nions, experiments and concluſions, if 
written with moderation, have been ad- 
mitted into the Tranſactions. But no 
diſputes of conſequence have happened 
that have affected the body in general, 
excepting in one or two inſtances 
which will hereafter be mentioned; 
and in theſe caſes the buſineſs of the 
ordinary meetings was in no degree in- 
terrupted. 


This, for ſo long a period, having 
been the State of the Royal Society, it 
muſt have been matter of ſurprize and 
concern to great numbers to hear of the 
diſſentions which have lately ariſen in 
that learned body. Whilſt theſe diſ- 
ſentions muſt peculiarly intereſt thoſe 
who have the honour of belonging to 
the Society, they cannot be objects of 

B 3 indif- 
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indifference to the world in general, 
and eſpecially to ſuch perſons as are 
well-wiſhers to the proſperity of ſcience 
and literature. Accordingly, it is not 
ſurpriſing that eager enquiries have been 
made into the cauſes and circumſtances 
cf the late diviſions and debates: nor 
have attempts been wanting to gratify 
in this reſpect the public curioſity. 
Whether the accounts which have ap- 
peared have been written with due mo- 
deration and impartiality, the Author of 
the preſent Tract does not here deter- 
mine. He thinks there is room for a 
farther diſcuſſion of the ſubject, and for 
ſetting ſome points in a fuller light 
than hath yet been done. Being himſelf 


a Fellow of the Royal Society, and fin- 


cerely anxious for its honour and proſ- 
perity, he believed that he could not 
employ the leiſure of a few weeks better 
than in drawing up ſuch a ſtate of 
things as accords with the conſcientious 


dictates of his own mind, and may tend, 


at 


rer 


17 


at the ſame time, to promote the reſto- 
ration of peace and harmony. 


In the proſecution of this deſign, the 
Facts that have lately occurred will firſt 
be related without any comment; and 
then particular obſervations will be made 
upon them, taking them, for the moſt 
part, in the order in which they hap— 
pened. | 


At a Council of the Royal Society, 
holden on Thurſday the 2oth of No- 
vember, 1783, the Preſident, Mr. Iſaac 
Hawkins Browne, Mr. Frere, Mr. Har- 
riſon, Mr. Holford, Mr. Hooper, Dr. 
Maſkelyne, Mr. Maty, Mr. Planta, Mr. 
Stephens, Dr. Watſon, and Mr. Wegg, 
being preſent, it was reſolved, with two 
diſſentient votes, That it is the opi- 
4 nion of the Council, that it would be 
«for the benefit of the Society, that the 


* buſineſs of the Foreign Secretary be 
* done by a perſon conſtantly reſiding 
* in London.” 

B 4 In 
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In conſequence of this reſolution, 
Dr. Hutton, Mathematical Profeſſor at 
Woolwich, who was the Foreign Se- 
cretary, reſigned that office, on T hurſ- 
day the 27th of November, to the So- 
ciety at large, in the following Terms: 


Mr. Preſident, 

% J have now had the honour to ſerve 
e the Royal Society, in the capacity of 
% Foreign Secretary, for ſeveral years, 
« having been elected to that office in 
«© the beginning of your own Preſi- 
« dency: and I ſhould ſtill have no 
ce objection, but eſteem it an honour to 


« ſerve the Society in any thing in 


« which I can ever be uſeful. But, 
« underſtanding, Sir, that the circum- 
te ſtance of my reſidence, for a great 
« part of my time, at the diſtance of 
te nine miles from town, has occafioned, 
« or has been imagined to have occa- 
« fioned, ſome difficulty or inconveni- 
enges, I therefore beg leave to return 
I « thanks 


1 


„thanks for all favours, and to give 
** notice that I wiſh to reſign that of- 
cc fice.” | 


On Thurſday the 11th of December, 
being the next ordinary meeting of the 
Society after the anniverſary, for the 
election of the Preſident, Council, and 
Officers, a motion was made by Mr. 
Poore, and ſeconded by Mr. Maty, 
* That thanks ſhould be given to Dr. 
Hutton for the ſervices he had done 
* the Society in the office of their Fo- 
e reign Secretary, during the time he 
* had held it.” Upon this motion, a 
previous queſtion was propoſed, ©* Whe- 
* ther the main queſtion of returning 
* thanks ſhould be put to the vote or 
© not;” and on the ballot, it was car- 
ried in the affirmative, by thirty-three 
balls to twenty-eight, The main queſ- 
tion being then put, was likewiſe car- 
ricd in the affirmative, by thirty balls 
againſt twenty-five. Accordingly, the 
Preſi- 


10 ] 
Preſident, by virtue of his office, re- 


turned thanks to Dr. Hutton, in the 
terms of the motion. 


A meeting of the new Council was 
holden on Wedneſday the 17th of De- 
cember. At this meeting there were 
preſent of the old Council, the Preſi- 
dent, Mr. Brown, Mr. Frere, Mr. 
Maty, and Mr. Planta; and of the 
new Council, Mr. Aſtle, Mr. Duane, 
Dr. Garden, Sir William Hamilton, 
Lord Palmerſton, Earl Spencer, and 
Mr. Henry Watſon. What had paſſed 
at the former Council, and in the Soci- 
ety, relative to Dr. Hutton, was upon 
this occaſion ſtated by Sir Joſeph 
Banks to the gentlemen aſſembled; and 
Mr. Maty at the ſame time produced, 
from Dr. Hutton, a written Defence 
of his Conduct as Foreign Secretary. 
After ſome dclibcration, one of the new 
Council framed the following reſolu— 
| tion : 
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tion: That it is the opinion of this 
46 Council, that the reſolution of the 
« Council of the 20th of November laſt, 
« declaring it neceſſary that the Foreign 
« Secretary ſhould reſide in London, 
« was well founded, and ought to be 
e adhered to.” This reſolution was 
agreed to with one diſſentient vote. 


On the next day, being Thurſday the 
18th of December, the ſame Defence of 
Dr. Hutton which had been laid before 
the Council was produced by Dr. Horſley, 
and read before the Society at large; 
upon which a reſolution was moved by 
Governor Pownall, and ſeconded by Mr. 
Glenie, „That if Dr. Hutton hath been 
in the opinion of any member of the 
« Society criminated, it is the opinion 
of the Society that he hath fully juſ- 
„ tified himſelf.” This reſolution was 
carried by a majority of thirty, there be- 
ing in favour of it forty-five balls, and 
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againſt it fifteen*®. Thus ended the 
tranſactions relative to the affair, in the 


year 1783. 


* In the“ Appeal to the Fellows of the Royal So- 
«© ciety, concerning the meaſures taken by Sir Joſeph 
„ Banks their Prefident to compel Dr. Hatton to re- 
* ſign the office of Secretary to the Society for their 
«« foreign correſpondence,” the words of Governor 
Pownall's motion are differently repreſented. 'They 
are there ſaid to be as follows: That, if any impu- 
te tations of neglect of duty in the office of Secretary to 
* the Royal Society for their foreign correſpondence, 
«© have been caſt by any perſons on Dr. Hutton, it is 
re the ſenſe of the Society that thoſe imputations are 
© entirely effaced, and Dr. Hutton's conduct in that 
<* office perfectly cleared, and ſhewn to be free from 
«© blame, by his written Defence, and by what has 
been teſtified in the courſe of the debate concerning 
it.“ It is likewiſe aſſerted, in the Appeal, that the 
ballot was carried in Dr. Hutton's favour by forty- 
nine balls to fifteen. See the Appeal, p. 24, 25. The 
account given in the text is taken from the Journal 
Book of the Society. 


In the © Authentic narrative of the diſſentions and 
debates in the Royal Society,” Governor Pownall's 
words are ſtated exactly as they are found in the Journal 
Book; but his motion is ſaid to have been carried by 


ſorty- nine to fifteen. p. 20. On which ſide the miſtake 


lies, I am not able to aſcertain. 


On 


1 

On the 8th of January, 1784, being 
the firſt meeting of the Society after the 
Chriſtmas receſs, a motion was made by 
Mr. Anguiſh, and ſeconded by the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Cavendiſh, „ That this 
* Society do approve of Sir Joſeph Banks 
* as their Preſident, and mean to ſupport 
« him in that office.” The previous 
queſtion being put upon this reſolution, 
the numbers for it were fifty- nine, 
againſt it a hundred and fix ; after which 
the main queſtion was carried by a hun- 
dred and nineteen to forty-two; the 
majority, in ſupport of the Preſident, 
being ſeventy-ſeven. 


On the ſame evening, a reſolution was 
propoſed by Lord Viſcount Mahon, and 
unanimouſly agreed to, ©* That it is the 
* opinion of this Society, that no mo- 
* tion be made out of the uſual courſe 


* of buſineſs, at any ordinary meeting 


* of this Society, unleſs notice thereof 
c 


La) 


ſhall have been given at the meeting 
% next 
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[ 14 J 
next but one preceding it ; which 
notice ſhall be entered on the minutes 


of the meeting at which ſuch notice 
ſhall be given.” 


On the 29th of January, a new ſtatute 
was paſſed in Council, in addition to 
thoſe which had formerly been enacted 
for regulating the ordinary meetings of 
the Society. The ſtatute was as fol- 
lows : | 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


VI. That the meetings of the Socie- 
ty may not be waſted by unprofitable 
debates, contrary to the intent and 
meaning of the fifth Section of this 
Chapter; it is conſtituted, eſtabliſh- 
ed, and ordained, that every motion 
or queſtion, propoſed to be balloted 
for by the Society, ſhall be fairly 
tranſcribed on paper, and being ſign- 
ed by fix or more Fellows of the So- 
ciety, it ſhall be by them delivered 
to one of the Secretaries at a meeting 
« of 


eu ie, 


n 


= „ * vs 3 N 2 


1 

of the Society; and ſhall thereupon be 
« read immediately after the declaration 
& of the preſents on the table; and af- 
te ter being marked by the Secretary 
« with the date of the day when deli- 
te yered, it ſhall be fixed up at the 
«© common meeting room of the Society 
ce at the next ordinary meeting; and 
* on the meeting next following the 
„ ſame it ſhall be put to the ballot, 
* unleſs thoſe who have figned it agree 
cc to withdraw it. 


«« But nothing contained in this ſta- 
ce tute ſhall be conſtrued to extend to 
© matters relative to elections, or the 
* ordinary buſineſs of the Society.” 


The fifth Section of the eleventh 
Chapter of the Book of Statutes, men- 
tioned in the above extract, ordains, 
that the buſineſs of the ordinary meet- 
ings of the Society ſhall be, to order and 
take account of philoſophical experi- 

ments 
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ments and obſervations; to read and hear 
letters, reports, and other papers, con- 
cerning philoſophical matters; as alſo 
to view the productions of nature and 
art: and thereupon to conſider what may 
be deduced from them, or any of them ; 
and how far they, or any of them, may 
be improved for uſes or diſcovery. 
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At the meeting of the Society on 
Thurſday the 29th of January, Mr. Baron 
Maſeres, in conformity to the reſolution. 
which had been agreed to on the 8th of 
the ſame month, gave notice that on the 
12th of February he ſhould make the 
following motion : 
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« That as it appears to be the ſenſe 
of the Society, that Dr. Hutton, by 
« his written Defence, and by what has 
te been ſaid in ſupport of it, has entire- 
ly refuted all the inſinuations that had 
« been thrown out concerning his neg- 
lect of the duties of Secretary for the 
foreign 
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c foreign correſpondence, it be recom- 
* mended by the Society to their Preſi- 
„ dent and Council, to reſcind the or- 
« der lately made, for preventing per- 
4 ſons refiding out of London from 
« holding the faid office, and to requeſt 
« Dr. Hutton to reſume it.“ 


Mr. Maſeres being informed, at this 
time, by the Preſident, of the new ſta- 
tute which had been, paſſed by the 
Council in the morning, requiring the 
ſignature of fix or more Fellows of the 
Society, the. motion was immediately 
ſigned as follows: Francis Maſeres. 
Nevil Maſkelyne. Samuel Horſley. Ed- 
ward Poore. ' William Brown. James 
Horsfall. George Shuckburg. Iſaac 
Goſſet. John "Hyacinth de Magellan. 
William James. John Wilſon. Thomas 
Brand Hollis. 


n Thurſday the: Wh of February, 
Fe Baron Maſctes moved his reſolution, 
C which 
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which was ſeconded by Dr. Horſley. 
Before the queſtion was put, Dr. Wat- 5 
ſon, a Vice-Preſident, and one of the 
moſt ancient, reſpectable, and learned 
members of the Society, preſented the 
Council's ſtatement of Dr. Hutton's : 
conduct in his late office. This was 
done in conformity to a reſolution which 
had paſſed that morning in Council, to 
the following purpoſe : That leave be 
« given, ſalvo jure to the Council, to 
* any member thereof, to lay before 
* the Society this evening a ſtatement 


bs FEE Ea FRE ha 


AS > 


5. « of the reaſons proceeded upon in 
" 44 * ” . 

Wy * framing the reſolution in conſequence 
$i « of which Dr. Hutton reſigned his 
1 office of Foreign Secretary.” 

(Ri Upon the ballot for Mr. Maferes's 


motion, it was rejected by a majority of 
thirty-eight; the affirmative balls being 
forty-ſeven, the negative eighty- five. 
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On the ſame evening, notice was given 


of two other motions, to be conſidered 
on the 26th of February. Theſe were, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
66 


cc 


cc 


ce 


«c 


66 


cc 


«cc 


66 


cc 


I. © That it would be highly indecent 
and improper, if the Preſident of 
this Society ſhould, in any future in- 
ſtance, ſolicit votes either for or 
againſt any perſon, duly recommend- 
ed by certificate as qualified to be 
made a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
on the evening of election.“ 


II. That it would be highly inde- 
cent and improper, if the Preſident 
of this Society ſhould hereafter, ei- 
ther in the election of candidates, or 
upon any other occaſion, endeavour 
to avail himſelf of his ſituation, to 
influence the vote of any officer of the 
Society.“ 


Theſe two metions, agrecably to the 


new ſtatute, were delivered to the Se- 


4 cretary 


[ 20 ] 
cretary in writing, and ſigned by nine 
gentlemen ; Samuel Horſley, Nevil Maſ- 
kelyne, William James, Henry. Maty, 
Charles Hutton, John Hyacinth de 


Magellan, Francis Maſeres, Thomas 


Brand Hollis, Richard Paul Jodrell. 


When, on the 26th of February, the 
preceding motions came to be conſi- 
dered, the firſt of them was rejected 
by a majority of eighty-eight ; the af- 
firmative balls being twenty-ſeven, and 
the negative a hundred and fifteen. To 
the ſecond queſtion an amendment was 
prefixed by Lord Mulgrave, which made 
the whole run as follows : 


© Though it does not appear to this So- 


* ciety, that the preſent or any former 


* Preſident has availed himſelf of his fitu- 
ation to influence the vote of any officer 
* of this Soctety, it 1s now neceſſary to 
declare, ** That it would be highly 
« indecent and improper, if the Preſi- 

dent 
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« dent of this Society ſhould hereafter, 
c either in the election of candidates, or 
* upon any other occaſion, endeavour 
ce to avail himſelf of his fituation, to 


e influence the vote of any officer of 
* the Society.“ 


Upon putting this motion, it was re- 
jected, like the former, by a great ma- 
jority; the affirmatives being twenty- 
three, and the negatives a hundred-and- 
two. 


On Thurſday the 2 5th of March, Mr. 
Maty reſigned his office as one of the 
Secretaries to the Royal Society; and 
upon the declaration of the vacancy, 
two gentlemen offered themſelves as 
candidates to ſucceed him, Dr. Hutton 
and Dr. Blagden. The election took 
place on Wedneſday the 5th of May, 
when Dr. Blagden was choſen by a 
majority of a hundred; the balls in 
his fayour being a hundred-and-thirty- 
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elected one of the Council of the So- 


adopted of expreſſing their diſſatisfac- 
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nine, and thirty-nine for Dr. Hutton. 
At the ſame time, Dr. Blagden was 


. 
3 


ciety, in the room of Mr. Duane, who 
had reigned. 


Such is the State of Facts as taken 
from the Journal Book of the Royal 
Society, the Minutes of the Council, 
and other 2uthentic information; and I 
have related them without any reference x 


to the various circumſtances with which 


they were accompanied, that they firſt 
may be ſeen by the reader in one view. 
It appears, upon the face of them, that 
che Preſident and Council were diſlatis- 
fied with the manner in which the buſi- 
neſs of the foreign correſpondence had 
been conducted; that the method they 


tion occaſioned Dr. Hutton's reſigna- 
tion; that his being obliged to quit 
his office was reſented by many of his 
Friends ; that public thanks were re- 

| | turncd 
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turned to him for the ſervices he had 
performed; that the attempt to get 
him reſtored to the ſtation he had left 
did not meet with ſucceſs; that he was 
equally unſucceſsful as a candidate for 
the Secretariſhip vacated by Mr. Maty ; 
that it was determined by the Society 
to ſupport Sir Joſeph Banks in the 
chair; and that the motions tending to 
criminate his conduct were rejected by 
great majorities. But ſuch a general 
ſurvey of the matter will afford a very 
inſufficient light into the late debates, 
unleſs I enter into a more particular diſ- 
cuſſion of the events by which they were 
excited, However, beforc I proceed to 
this buſineſs, it may not be improper 
to ſay ſomething concerning the ſtate 
of my own mind at the beginning of 
the conteſt, With the Preſident I had 
no degree of connection, and ſcarcely 
2 what can be called a perſonal acquaint- 
| ance; having never ſpoken to him but 
once or twice in my life, and then only 
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upon official occaſions. In two or 
three of the inſtances wherein candi- 
dates for the Fellowſhip of the Royal 
Society had either been rejected on the 
ballot, or had their names withdrawn, 
I was by no means ſatisfied with his 
interpoſition, having been warmly ſoli- 
citous for the election of the gentlemen 
who had not the good fortune to be 
ſucceisful. I had, likewiſe, an idea, 
though I have ſince found it to be 
a miſtaken one, that, in a literary ap- 
plication which was made to him for 
ſome information I wanted, he had not 
treated me with reſpect. From theſe 
circumſtances, my prejudices did not 
run in Sir Joſeph Banks's favour. Be- 
ſides this, it was repreſented to me, that 
his behaviour had, in ſeveral caſes, been 
arbitrary and violent, and that it had 
particularly been ſo with regard to Dr. 
Hutton. It was, therefore, with a full 
perſuaſion of the Preſident's having been 
not a little blameable, that I attended 

5 the 
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the meeting of the Society on the 11th 
of December. But, notwithſtanding 
this was the ſtate of my mind, I ſhould 
have acted very unworthily, if I had 
been influenced in my conduct by any 
other dictates than thoſe of reaſon and 
conviction. The only views of a can- 
did and liberal man ought to be to pro- 
mote the welfare of the Society inde- 
pendently of perſonal conſiderations and 
partialities; and in claiming this praiſe 
to myſelf, I claim nothing peculiar ; 
nothing but what I muſt ſuppoſe to be 
the object of all my brethren, however 
different may have been the opinions 
they have formed, or the parts they have 
ſuſtained in the late diviſions. 


The grand circumſtance in the con- 
teſt, and which led to all the other 
events, being the affair of Dr. Hutton, 
this will require to be firſt conſidered. 


In the year 1727, a Mr, Robert Keck 
left a legacy of five hundred pounds to 
| the 


E 

the Royal Society, with a direction that 
the money ſhould be laid out, and the 
profits beſtowed on ſome one of the 
Fellows, who ſhould be appointed to 
carry on a foreign correſpondence. The 
money having accordingly been laid out, 


produces twenty pounds a year, being 
211 the ſalary of the office. Mr. Keck's 


legacy was bequeathed to the Preſident, 


Council, and Fellows of the Society. 


But though the Fellows are mentioned 
in the will, they have never, as a body, 
concerned themſelves in the appoint- 
ment of the Secretary for the foreign 
corrsſpondence, that buſineſs having 
always been tranſacted by the Preſident 
and Council only. Indeed, the otfice 
not being created by charter, was not 
ſubject to the ſame regulations which 
take place with regard to the two Home 
Secretaries, who, though uſually con- 
tinued in their tations, are ſubject to 


an annual re-election. The Prefident 


and Council, in thus taking upon them, 
from 


Ar 
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from the beginning, the appointment 
and direction of the Foreign Secretari- 
ſhip, did not a& without advice. Sir 
John Forteſcue, one of the moſt emi- 
nent lawyers of the time, having been 
conſulted upon the occaſion, gave it as 
his opinion, that the management of 
the foreign correſpondence being veſted 
in the Preſident and Council, they muſt 
therefore appoint the Foreign Secretary. 
In conſequence of this original regula- 
tion, the office has been very little 
known. Several of the Fellows of the 
Society might not be acquainted with it 
at all, and others might be ignorant 
that it was held by Dr. Hutton. 


It was on the 14th of January, 1779, 
that the Doctor was unanimouſly choſen, 
by the Preſident and Council, to be the 
Secretary for carrying on the foreign 
correſpondence; and it ſeems to be ge- 
nerally agreed that he was principally 
indebted for the appointment to the 

intereſt 


[8] 
intereſt and favour of Sir Joſeph Banks. 
In other reſpects Sir Joſeph appears to 
have been friendly to Dr. Hutton. He 
ſupported him, it I miſtake not, when 
he was a candidate for one of the Home 
Secretariſhips, at the time that Mr. 
Maty was elected; and it was poſſibly 
to make ſome ſlight compenſation to 
him for the diſappointment he had then 
met with, that he was conſtituted the 
Foreign Secretary, We are farther in- 
formed, that in a caſe where ſome injury 
was attempted to be done to Dr. Hut- 
ton at the Board of Longitude, the Pre- 
fident reſiſted it warmly, generouſly 
eſpouſed his cauſe, and rendered him an 
eſſential ſervice. Theſe. inſtances of re- 
gard will not, indeed, apologiſe for Sir 
Joſeph Banks's conduct, if he after- 
wards treated the Doctor with injuſtice. 
They deſetve, nevertheleſs, to be men- 
tioned, as clearly ſhewing, that to what- 
ever cauſes the ſubſequent diſagreement 
between theſe two gentlemen may be 
| aſcribed, 
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aſcribed, there did not originally ſubſiſt 


in the mind of the Preſident a diſlike 
to Dr. Hutton, but, on the contrary, a 
deſire to ſerve him as far as lay in his 


power. 


The duties of the Foreign Secretary, 
as ſettled in the your” 7} 57s \ are as 
follows : | 

Firſt, That he tranſmit to fordigiibrs 
notice of their election into the Society. 

Secondly, That he return thanks, 
when directed by the Preſident or Vice- 
preſident, for books or other communi- 
cations from foreigners. 

Thirdly, That he anſwer letters from 
abroad, and write to ſuch foreigners as 
the Preſident or Vice-preſident ſhall 
direct. 

Fourthly, That he enter, for the uſe 
of the Society, in a book, a liſt of ſuch 
letters as he ſhall ſo write, with their 
dates, and copies of ſuch as the Preſi- 
dent or Vice-preſident ſhall direct. 


And 


[2 3 
Arid, Fifthly, That he tranſlate ſuch 
papers as ſhall be referred to him for 
that purpoſe. 


Theſe were the regulations that ſtood 
upon the books of the Council, at the 
time in which Dr. Hutton entered upon 
his appointment. It appears, however, 
to be underſtood, that, on account of 
the ſmallneſs of the falary annexed to 
the office, a compliance with the whole 
of theſe rules was not expected. Ac- 
cordingly, the doctor did not write any 
letters to foreigners; but he was not 
cenſured by the Preſident and Council 


for this omiſſion. The only thing re- 


quired of him was the tranſlation of 
papers; and the management of the 
correſpondence with foreigners was left 
to the Home Secretaries. 


Thus matters continued till the be- 
ginning of the year 1782, when it was 
reſolved by the Preſident and Council 
5 to 
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1 
to alter the eſtabliſhment of the foreign 
ſecretariſhip, or rather to reduce it more 
ſtrictly to its original deſtination. To 
this they were determined by a convic- 
tion, that the emolument of the office 
was by no means adequate to the whole 
of the duty annexed to it, and by the 
complaints which were made by fo- 


reigners, that their letters to the ſociety 


remained unanſwered, and their dona- 
tions unacknowledged. Theſe com- 


plaints are aſſerted to have been fre- 


quent and clamorous : but it is to be 


remembered that they could not hither- 


to be in any degree chargeable on Dr. 
Hutton. To prevent, however, ſuch 
complaints in future, and to retrieve the 
character and honour of the Royal So- 
ciety, the Council appointed a Com- 
mittee to conſider of the beſt methods 
of effecting that purpoſe. The Com- 


mittee met upon the buſineſs, and on 


the 7th of February 1782, reported, that 
they had agreed on the following regu- 
lations: 


1 32 ] 
lations : firſt, that the Foreign Secretary 
tranſmit to all foreigners, who may be 
elected into the Society, notice of their 
election. | 


Secondly, That he return thanks for 
books and all other preſents from foreign- 
ers, whenever ſuch thanks are ordered 
by the Society; that for his informa- 
tion, the Clerk, under the inſpection 
of the Senior Secretary, enter in a book 
all the preſents given to the Society ; 
and that this book be laid before each 
Council, as a check for the regular 
performance of this duty. 


Thirdly, That he anſwer all letters 
tranſmitted to the Society by foreigners, 
and write ſuch other letters to foreigners 
as the Preſident or Council ſhall direct; 
that he lay ſuch anſwers and letters 
before the Council for their approbation; 
and that, on their being approved of, 


he enter them into a book to be provid- 
ed 


1 


ed for that purpoſe, and diſpatch. the 
originals. A fourth article was added, 
relative to the tranſlation of papers, but 
which no longer made this matter a part 
of the duty or buſineſs of the Foreign 
Secretary, 


The Council having agreed to the 
regulations prepared by the Committee, 
they were laid before Dr. Hutton, on 
the 21ſt of March 1782, who deſired 
time to conſider whether the place 
would be acceptable to him on the con- 
ditions which were now ſpecified. His 
requeſt was granted, and on the 25th 
of April, he ſignified his acceptance of 
the office of Foreign Secretary, on the 
terms propoſed by the Council. 


From this time, then, the duty of 
the correſpondence abroad lay particu- 
larly on Dr. Hutton, who was to con- 
duct it in exact conformity to the three 


regulations which he had agreed to obey. 
D It 
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It might, therefore, have been expect- 
ed that henceforwards no uneaſineſs 
would ariſe with regard to the tranſ- 
actions of the Royal Society with fo- 
reigners. But, to whatever cauſes it was 
owing, this juſt and reaſonable expecta- 
tion was not anſwered. During the ſum- 
mer of 1783, freſh complaints were re- 
ceived of neglect in the manner of carry- 
ing on the buſineſs of the foreign correſ- 
pondence. Theſe complaints alarmed the 
Council, and occaſioned the enquiry 
which was followed by the reſolution 
of the 20th of November, above relat- 
ed. By far the majority of the Council 
ſeemed inclined to vacate the office im- 
mediately ; but the remonſtrances of 

Dr. Maſkelyne and Mr. Maty, and a 
regard for Dr. Hutton's character, in- 
duced them'to adopt what to them ap- 
peared the more moderate meaſure of 
declaring, that it would be. for the be- 
nefit of the Society, that the duty of the 
Foreign Secretary ſhould be tranſacted 


by 


Caf 1 
by a perſon conſtantly reſiding in Lon- 
don. During the examination of the 
affair, it was urged by Dr. Maſkelyne, 
who was ſupported in the propoſal by 
Mr. Maty, that Dr. Hutton ought to be 
heard in his own defence. This will 
be thought by many to have been a rea- 
ſonable requeſt, and I muſt declare my- 
ſelf to be of the ſame opinion. The 
Preſident and Council were of a difte- 
rent ſentiment ; and it is an act of juſ- 
tice to them to mention the motives by 
which I have been aſſured they were 
actuated. They were undoubtedly per- 
ſuaded that there had been deficiencies 
in the diſcharge of the duties of the 
foreign Secretariſhip, and did not think 
that the matter was likely to be reme- 
died ſo long as the office continued in 
Dr. Hutton's poſſeſſion. Having, at 
the ſame time, a due ſenſe of the gene- 
ral excellence of the doctor's character, 
and of his great abilities in more im- 
portant reſpects, they were willing, by 
D 2 the 


1 
the reſolutions they adopted, to afford 
him an opportunity of quietly giving up 
his appointment. This they appre- 
hended would prevent diſcuſſions and al- 
tercations, which could not fail to be 
on both ſides extremely difagreeable. 
If Dr. Hutton had accordingly deter- 
mined to reſign his ofſice to the Coun- 
ci], the affair would not have been pub- 
licly known. Even great numbers of 
the members of 'the Royal Society might 
have been unacquainted with it, or, at 
leaſt, might not have entertained any 
degree of ſuſpicion that the doctor had 
been criminated with regard to his 
tranſactions as Foreign Secretary. As 
he found that his holding the place was 
not acceptable to the Preſident and 
Council, perhaps he would have acted 
a more dignified part in peaceably re- 
tiring from a ſituation in which he had 
not been ſo happy as to give ſatisfac- 
tion, and the emolument of which was 


too trifling to be an object of attention. 


A different 
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A different line of conduct was pur- 
ſued by Dr. Hutton, and no doubt on 
ſuch grounds as appeared to him to be 
ſatisfactory. Ie might think it an act 
of juſtice to his own character, not to 
fit down tamely under the mark of diſ- 
approbation he had really, though co- 
vertly received, but to bring the affair 
into open view. Inſtead, therefore, of 
reſigning his appointment to the Preſi— 
dent and Council, by whom it had 
been conferred upon him, and who 
alone had uniformly tranſacted all mat- 
ters in which the foreign Secretariſhip 
is concerned, he mace bis reſiznation 
to the Society at Jarge, in the words 
before related. Whether he acted wiſe- 
ly in this reſpect, might poſſibly admit 
of ſome deliberation, 


When, on the 11th of December, 
1783, Mr. Poore made his motion for 
thanks being given to Dr. Hutton, on 
account of his ſervices as Foreign Sccre-— 
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tary, the reſolution was objected to, on 
the part of the Preſident, from the conſi- 
deration, that, if the doctor had been 
ever ſo punctual and meritorious in the 
diſcharge of his duty, the Society at 
large, could not know that this was the 
caſe, and, therefore, could not with 
propriety paſs a vote in his favouf. Sir 
Joſeph Banks, at the fame time, pro- 
poſed, that a committee ſhould be ap- 
pointed, to enquire into the merits of 
Dr. Hutton's conduct in his office, be- 
fore he received the Society's approba- 
tion, It is acknowledged, on all hands, 
that this was a reaſonable propoſal ; and 
yet it was paſſed over in ſilence. It has 


been ſaid, that the Preſident appeared 


very ready to let the meaſure drop; but 
I do not recollect on what circumſtance 
ſuch a ſurmize is grounded, Perhaps, 
the ſilence of Sir Joſeph's friends might 
proceed from an idea that the whole 


affair of the foreign Secretariſhip was a 


matter which belonged to the Council, 
ang 


1 20 Y 


and conſequently that it did not pro- 
perly fall under the conſideration of the 
Society in general. On the other hand, 
the advocates for Dr. Hutton were 
equally backward in ſupporting the pro- 
poſal. That they were not eager for it 
is certain; and Dr. Horſley afterwards 
aſſigned a very offenſive reaſon why he 
ſhould have oppoſed the appointment 
of a committee. To whatever the neg- 
lect of complying with the propoſition 
was owing, impartiality will confeſs, 
that it had all the appearance of fair- 
neſs and candour, on the part of the 
Preſident; and it is to be lamented that 
it did not take effect, as, perhaps, the 
diſagreeable events which have fince 


happened, might in that caſe have been 
prevented. 


The view of the Society, in voting 
thanks to Dr. Hutton, was probably to 
pay a general teſtimony of regard to an 
ingenious and worthy member. Votes 
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of this kind are uſual in moſt Societies, 
when any officer quits his ſituation; 
and they are not always the reſult of a 
particular enquiry into the exact con- 
duct of the gentleman on whom the 
compliment is beſtowed. Men of libe- 
ral and candid minds are willing to be 
as polite as poſſible, and to ſuppoſe the 
beſt in caſes of this nature. It was 
urged by Dr. Horſley, that unleſs ſpe- 
cihc accuſations were brought againſt 
Dr. Hutton, the general merit of his 
ſcientifhc character ought to be the only 
circumſtance which ſhould influence the 
ballot. It is evident from the vote of 
thanks being carried only by a majority 
of five, that many fellows of the Soci- 
ety were of a different opinion. If the 
ſole queſtion had been concerning the 
merit of Dr, Hutton as a man of 
ſcience, every ball would have appeared 
in his favour, 


Dr. Hutton did not reſt ſatisfied with 
having obtained the thanks of the So- 


5 ciety 
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cicty for his ſervices as Foreign Secre- 
tary. Upon the ground of theſe thanks, 


he was encouraged to bring the queſtion 


of his conduct in that office before the 


new council, which had been elected on 
the firſt of December. But it has been 
ſeen that he was as unſucceſsful with the 


new Council, as he had been with the 


old. Notwithſtanding all that was al- 
ledged in his written defence, and all that 
Mr. Maty could urge in ſupport of his 
friend, every other member preſent per- 
ſiſted in maintaining the reſolution of 
the former Council. 


The different effect which Dr. Hut- 
ton's defence had at the meeting of the 
Society, on the 18th of December, 
from what it had produced the day be- 
fore in the Council, is apparent from 
the ſucceſs of Governor Pownall's mo- 
tion. Whilſt the Council, with only 
one diſſentient vote, remained unſatis- 
hed with the doctor's vindication, it was 


carried 
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carried in the Society, by a majority of 
forty-five to fifteen, that he had fully 
juſtified himſelf... Reſolutions ſo diſ- 


cordant muſt appear ſurprizing to many 


of my readers. Whether all who agreed 


to Governor Pownall's motion, were 
perfectly competent to the determina- 
tion of the whole queſtion, I do not take 
upon me to decide. There can be no doubt 
but that the generality preſent acted 
from the conviction of their own minds, 
in conſequence of the evidence which 


was produced in Dr. Hutton's favour, 


and to which the Council had not then 
thought proper to give any ſpecific an- 
iwer. Perhaps, too, ſome of the mem- 


bers, beſides their deſire of paying a 


tribute of reſpect to the doctor, might 
be influenced by a view to the general 
peace of the Society, hoping, that here 
the matter would fo far be brought to a 
concluſion as to be no longer the ſub- 
ject of public debates, 


Dr. 


(i 1 

Dr. Hutton's Defence, ſtated as it 
was, without any thing material being 
alledged in oppoſition - to it, could not 
but appear deſerving of conſideration. 
That it may not be injured by an ab- 
ſtrat, I ſhall give the whole of it in 
his own words. 


Dr. HuTToN's DEFENCE. 


x 


«© AS to the duties of the ſecond 

*« agreement made Feb. 1782, I have 
e regularly fulfilled them all, as far as 
ce there was ever any occaſion offered, by 
returning thanks for all foreign pre- 
*« ſents received, and prepared anſwers 
eto all the letters I have received, and 
« ſent them to be laid before Council 
too, according to article three of the 
* agreement. And the reaſon why no 
% anſwers were entered in a book as re- 
« ferred by that article is as follows. 
In the firſt place then I never received 
« any but three letters. I know of no 
* more, and theſe were given to me by 
„ the 
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1 the Clerk, who ſaid he had them from 
J g | the Secretary to deliver to me. Now 
f' | the firſt two of theſe three were given 
1 « me at the ſame time, being as it were 
. „but one letter, written at the ſame 
1 „ time and by the ſame party: it was 
'4 „from the College of Cambridge in 


the American States, conſiſting of two 
parts; the one part was only to return 
* thanks to the Royal Society, for a 
« preſent of the Aſtronomer Royal's 
« printed book of Obſervations, and the 
* other part was to announte a paper 
* of Aſtronomical Obſervations ſent at 
: « the ſame time from the College to 
«© the Society. Now as the firſt of 
| w « theſe two parts could require little or 
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« no anſwer, I delayed anſwering them 
„till their paper of Obſervations ſhould 
«« paſs the Society and Council, that I 
% might be able to inform the College 
„ 2s to the fate of it, whether it was 
* to be printed or not; and I aſked Dr. 
« Maſkeline from time, to time if it 


«© had 


1 


« had paſſed the Council, which as 
„ ſoon as I knew of, and had provided 
« the means of tranſmitting my anſwer 
© to the College, through the hands 
e of a friend at New York (for we were 
« then at war with America) I prepared 
«© my anſwer, and ſent it by the Clerk 
« to be laid before Council for their 
„ approbation, with the original letter, 
« to which it was an anſwer. © The 
« Clerk accordingly delivered it to Mr. 
Planta in Council, for that purpoſe, 
« but who, without laying my anſwer 
« before the Council, returned it to the 
Clerk to give it me back again, ſaying 
* that it did not ſignify now, as he 
« himſelf had anſwered it. So much 
then for the anſwer to the twin letter. 
The only other letter that was given 
„ to me was allo by the Clerk, who 
« ſaid he had it from the Secretary to 
« pive me: I aſked the Clerk if he 
* knew for what purpoſe it was deli- 
«« yered to me, as it was only a letter to 

announce 
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* announce a preſent (from a Mr. Gaal, 
* or ſome ſuch name) ſent to the So- 
« ciety, and ſeemed only to require a 
© common letter of thanks, as in the 
« ſecond article of the agreement ; but 
* he ſaid he knew not, as he was only 
<« told to deliver it to me. I then aſked 
«« Mr. Planta about it, and he informed 
me it only required a common letter 
« of thanks for the preſent, and which 
* letter of thanks I accordingly wrote 
« and ſentlike as all the reſt, and which 
« therefore was not a letter to be en- 
« tered in a book, as by the third article 
« of agreement. Hence then it appears 
« there can be no anſwers appear as 
* entered in a book, ſince the only 
« (twin) one I was prevented from an- 
« ſwering, and my anſwer never laid 
before the Council. I am therefore 
„ not culpable of any breach of duty. 
«© But even if ſomething of this kind 
„had been the caſe If I had been dila- 
* tory in ſome part, or if I had delayed 

5 8 
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« or neglected ſome anſwers to letters, 
« &c. might I not have expected to have 
« been reminded of it by the Preſident, 
*« or by ſome perſon for him, to have 
« quickened my application, or to have 
« given me occaſion to clear up the 
« matter, that there might be no miſ- 
« underſtanding, before a vote of cen- 
« ſure ſhould be paſſed on me, amount- 
« ing to a diſcharge from my office, 
*« unheard, and without the knowledge 
% of any ſuſpicion, or of any neglect or 
« offence given? And for this pur- 
% poſe the Preſident had opportunities 
enough given him to ſpeak to me 
about that or any other buſineſs, as I 
*« purpoſely have conſtantly attended at 
« leaſt every other public meeting of 
* the Society, and very often every 
« meeting, to the great neglect of my 
* many other important concerns. And 
e theſe frequent attendances in town, 
„here I have commonly remained for 
* three days each time I came, have 

e obliged 
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te obliged me to keep apartments in 
* town, the expences of which have 
* always coſt me more than double the 
ce ſalary I received for the diſcharge of 
* my office. But notwithſtanding all 
* theſe opportunities, ſince the laſt 
« agreement in February 1782, the 


« Prefident has never once opened his 
„mouth to me on the ſubje& of my 


* office, nor ever ſent me any meſſage 
* concerning it.” 


Before I proceed to make any remarks 
on Dr. Hutton's Defence, I ſhall inſert 


an extract from the paper delivered to 


the Society by Dr. Watſon, in conſe- 
quence of the Council's permiſſion, and 
which, though not preſented till the 
12th of February, 1784, will moſt pro- 
perly be taken notice of in this place. 
The other circumſtances contained in 
the paper have either already been re- 
lated, or will hereafter be mentioned. 
The extract is as follows: 

« Firſt, 
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ee Firſt, That in the book ordered to 
be kept for the information of the 
Foreign Secretary, the preſents re- 
ceived from foreigners, ſince the com- 
mencement of this new regulation, 
amounting to about forty-five in num- 
ber, had been regularly entered ; that, 
as to fifteen of them, there were mar- 
ginal entries all of one date; that to 
the other thirty there were no ſuch 
marginal notes. Upon enquiry, it 
was indeed aſſerted that printed forms 
had been diſpatched for all the other 
preſents. 

„* Secondly, Two letters were found 
in the fame book, which had been put 
in there for Dr. Hutton; the one 
from the Electoral Academy of Man- 
heim, and the other from Mr. Bonnet 
of Geneva, accompanying a preſent. 
To neither of theſe letters was ever 
any anſwer laid before the Council, 
no copies of anſwers were found, nor 
were there any memorandums upon 


E | e the 


11 | 
„ the letters of their having been an- 
« ſwered. It has ſince been found, that 
the printed form of thanks had been 
« ſent to Mr. Bonnet for his preſent, 
«© but that no notice had ever been 
* taken of his letter; and how much 
that gentleman felt himſelf lighted by 
« this very cavalier treatment, will beſt 
*« appear from an extract of a letter he 
e lately wrote to Dr. Turton. 

“ Thirdly, Another letter was found 
* in the ſame book, ſigned de Gaul], 
„ likewiſe accompanying a preſent. If 
e this letter was anſwered by a printed 
form, which was poſſibly the caſe, 
e that was certainly an improper mode, 
* ſince at leaſt the receipt of the letter 
ce ſhould have been acknowledged; but 
ce if a particular anſwer was written, 
* it was certainly never laid before the 
* Council, nor is there any copy of it 
* extant, both which were expreſsly re- 
* quired by the third article of the in- 
* ſtructions.“ 


5 Upon 


E 


Upon a peruſal of the preceding papers, 
it appears that Dr. Hutton's vindication 
of himſelf with regard to the two letters 
from Harvard College, at Cambridge in 
New England, was judged to be ſatis- 
factory by the Preſident and Council; 
ſince his conduct in this reſpect makes 
no part of the general charge brought 
againſt him in the State of Facts deli- 


vered in to the Society. 


It farther appears that the Preſident 
and Council were not equally ſatisfied 
with what Dr. Hutton had alleged in 
his own Defence, with relation to the 
letter and preſent of Monſ. de Gaull ; 
becauſe they ſtill inſiſt that the Doctor 
had not complied with the requiſition 
contained in the third article of the 
inſtructions. 


Beſides the caſe of Monſ. de Gaull, 
two other inſtances are mentioned, which 
ſeem to be of greater importance, the 

E 2 letters 
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letters and preſents from the Electoral 
Academy of Manheim, and from Mr. 
Bonnct of Geneva. This gentleman 
was ſo much hurt at the apprehended 
want of attention and politeneſs with 
which he had been treated, as to com- 
plain of it in very ſtrong terms. 
* 

In addition to theſe charges, it is ap- 
parent, from the firſt article of the 
above extract, that it was the opinion 
of the Council, that the duty of the 
foreign Secretariſhip, with regard to the 
making of the proper entries of thanks 
and anſwers to letters, had been execut- 
ed in an irregular manner. 


As ſome of the circumſtances here 
ſpecified, are not included in Dr. Hut- 
ton's defence; I ſhall have recourſe to 
what hath been ſaid upon the ſubject 
in other publications. 


With regard to Monf. Bonnet, it is 
acknowledged, that Dr. Hutton did 
write 


5 


1 


write to that gentleman only a ſhort 
and dry letter of thanks for his preſent. 
But in juſtification of this it is aſſert- 
ed, that in writing ſuch a ſhort and dry 
letter, he obeyed an order of Council, 
made ten years before, by which it was 
reſolved, that all letters written in ſac- 
knowledgment of the receipt of books 
preſented to the Society, ſhould be writ- 
ten according to a certain printed form, 
and ſhould contain nothing more than 
the name of the book, and the time 
when it was received, with the thanks 
of the Society for the preſent *. 


But when Mr. Bonnet preſented his 
works to the Royal Society, they were 
accompanied with a letter; and to his 
no anſwer was given. The neglect, 
however, turned out to be principally 
owing to Mr, Maty, who, in his ſpeech 
made in the debate of the 12th of Fe- 
bruary, took the ſhame on himſelf. 


* Appeal to the Fellows of the Royal Scciety, p. 25. 
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Being engaged in a buſineſs which em- 
ployed the greateſt part of his attention, 
he carried away Mr. Bonnet's letter, and 
kept it for ſome months. The Coun- 
cil could not be acquainted with this 
circumſtance when the repreſentation 
was drawn up, which was laid before 
the Society ; and, at any rate, 1t 1s cer- 
tain that there was juſt cauſe to com- 
plain that the duty of the Foreign Se- 
cretariſhip had not been diſcharged ; 
to whomſoever the deficiency, in th c 
peculiar caſe referred to, was found, at 
length, to be owing. 


With reſpect to the fifteen letters of 
thanks, which were diſpatched by Dr. 
Hutton in one day, the fact is acknow- 
ledged by him; but it is inſiſted upon 
that no blame belongs to him on that 
account, The manner of his doing the 
buſneſs, it is ſaid, was to look, from 
time to time, into a certain book in 


+ Authentic Narrative, p. 102. | 
| which 
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which the Clerk of the Society enters 
the minutes of the preſents received 
from abroad, and from thence to ex- 
tract the titles of the donors, their 
place of abode, and the proper manner 
of directing letters to them, and then 
to ſend them the letters of thanks. Dr. 
Hutton, it is aſſerted, did accordingly 
examine the minute book, from time 
to time, and did immediately make and 
ſend away letters of thanks to the do- 
nors for all the preſents he had found 
to be there entered, whether many or 
few : ſo that, if there were fifteen let- 
ters ſent away all at the ſame time, it 
was becauſe he found the preſents that 
occaſioned them all entered in the ſaid 
book at the ſame time . 


In this juſtification of the Doctor, nv 
notice 1s taken of one circumſtance 
mentioned in the Council's State of 
Facts, which is, that out of forty-five 
— 45 Appeal,” p. 26, 27. 


E 4 Pre- 


2 
a: a ˙ * 2 
— 4.4. SES r = 
— 12 as * 


—— 

_ 
— E 
—m-= = 


\ , Ind SIS. on 
l _ 
\ > =— 32 
hy 
_ — 


r 

b 30 ren - 

: —U— 2 — 
1 


LE __- 


— — 


—— — — —ę—-—¼ — — — — — cn. 


l = = — — ä 8 * 2 
. N I 7 > 4 * hat 2 


— — ——O— —ů—ů — — 2 — 2 > 


| 1356 ] 
preſents received from foreigners, ſince 
the commencement of the new regula- 
tions, to thirty of them there were no 
marginal entries. It is not, however, 
doubted, but that the letters of thanks 


for theſe preſents had been W 
in due form. 


The caſe of the Electoral Academy of 
Manheim is involved in no ſmall degree 
of obſcurity. It is remarkable that there 
is nothing ſaid concerning it “ in the 
Appeal to the Fellows of the Royal 
Society,“ though that tract is written 
ſpecifically and ſolely in Dr. Hutton's 
vindication. The only mention which 
I any where find, on the part of the 
Doctor's advocates, of the affair of the 
Academy of Manheim, is in the follow- 
ing words, extracted from that ſpeech 
of Mr. Maty's to which I have lately 
referred. Now, Sir, for the fifth 
« letter ; it appears, by the note upon 
« it, I believe in your own hand-writ- 
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ing, [Preſident. In my hand- 
writing, Sir, but that is two years 
ago.”] © No matter how long; it 
appears, I fay, that it was kept till 
ſomebody ſhould be found to under- 
take the meteorological correſpond- 
ence propoſed in it. That perſon is 
not found yet: but kept or not, Dr. 
Hutton never ſaw it: indeed, it was 
not even mentioned to cither of the 
Councils, nor do I believe, though 
this I cannot affirm, that it was in 
the book when Dr. Hutton, who 
was diſmiſſed the 18th of November, 
called at the houſe the 17th of Octo- 
ber, to ſee what buſineſs there was 
for him*.” Whatever force there 


may be in this defence, which if it had 
been more perſpicuous might, perhaps, 
have been more forcible, or wherever 
the blame lay, it is certain that the let- 
ter of the Academy of Manheim, as 
well as that of Mr. Bonnet, was not 


, Authentic Narrative,” p. 102. 


anſwered. 


Bo 

anſwered. Now it muſt be lamented 
that any inſtances have occurred in 
which neglect has been thrown upon 
eminent ſcientific inſtitutions, or upon 
men of great philoſophical and literary 
merit. The apprehenſion of having 
been treated with diſregard or contempt 
by ſuch an illuſtrious body as that of 
the Royal Society of London, cannot 
but be deeply felt. How much Mr. 
Bonnet was affected by it, is apparent 
in the following extract from the letter 
written by him to Dr. Turton. 
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Extract of Mr. BoNNET's Letter to 
Dr. TuURToON. 


re 


— 


a Tenthad le 2* Juillet, 1784. 

« VOTRE bonne lettre du 22" 

d' Avril, mon tres cher ami, m'ap- 
* prenoit la peine que vous aviez priſe 
de vous informer auprès du Preſident 
*« de la Societe Royale, fi le Secretaire 
* ayolt eu ſoin de s'acquitter aupres du 
** mo1 
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moi de ſes fonctions. Je vous re- 
mercie fort de votre attention ami- 
cale. J'ai, en effect, regu une lettre 


te de ce Secretaire qui tres ſurement ne 
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cc 


cc 


lui avoit pas beaucoup coute a com- 
poſer : la voici. La Societe Royale a 
recu le preſent de la collection complette 
de Vos oeuvres, et Vous en remercie. 
Jai I honneur d'etre votre tres humble, 
Sc. Des appartemens de la Societe 
Royale. Charles Hutton, S. R. F. 
Dites-moi, je vous prie, ſi c'eſt ainſi 
qu'on devoit repondre a une lettre 
telle que celle que j'avois adrefſee a 
la Societe Royale pour accompagner 
Fenvoi de la 1“ livraiſon. J'ai l'hon- 
neur d'appartenir a bien des acade- 
mies, et je puis vous aſſurer que ja- 
mais je n'ai recu d' aucune des lettres 
auſſi laconiques et auſſi ſeches que 
celles que j'ai regu de la Societe Roy- 
ale. Je n' en infere autre choſe ſinon, 
que les Secrctaires de cette compagnie 
s' acquitent tres nonchalement et 3 

© moins. 
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© moins de fraix poſſibles de leurs fone- 
* tions aupres des membres etrangers, 
* et meme des plus anciens, car il y a 
actuellement quarante ans que J'ai 
* Thonneur d'ètre membre de la Socicte 
* Royale, et jamais je n'ai manque de 
lui faire hommage de mes produc- 
* tions. Vous eties donc tres bien 
«« fonde, mon bon ami, dans les repro- 
ches que vous faiſies a ce ſujet au 
* Preſident de la compagnie. II ſera 
** meme tres convenable que vous ne 
** negliges pas les occaſions de frapper 
« ſur le neghgence des Sccretaires et ſur 
la maniere dont ils s'acquittent de leur 
office auprès des membres etrangers, 


* qu'ils traitent, comme vous le voyes, 
bien cavalierement *.“ 


It 


* Tranſlation of Mr. Box N Er's Letter. 
Tenthod, July 2d, 1783. 
My dear Friend, 

YOUR agrecable favour of the 22d of April, ap- 
prized me of the trouble you had taken to inform 
yourſelf, from the Preſident of the Royal Society, whe- 
rher their Foreign Secretary had performed his duty 

« toward: 


E 
It hath been alleged, with regard 
to this complaint, That Mr. Bonnet 
46 18 


towards me, in a proper manner. I thank you ſin- 
cerely for this inſtance of your friendly attention. I 
have indeed received a letter from your Foreign Secre- 
tary, which certainly did not coſt him much pains to 
compoſe, and here it is: The Royal Society have 
«© received the preſent of a complete collection of your 
« works, and return you their thanks. I have the 
*© honour to be your very humble ſervant, &. From 
«© the apartments of the Royal Society. Charles 
«« Hutton, F. R. 8.“ Tell me, I beſeech you, if it 
be thus, that a Secretary ought to reply to ſuch a let- 
ter as I had addreſſed to the Royal Society, when I 
ſent my firſt volume. I have the honour to be a mem- 
ber of many Academies, and J can aſſure you, that I 
never yet have received from any of them ſo very 
laconic a letter, and one ſo very dry, as that 
which I have received from your Royal Society. Bat 
I thence infer nothing more, than that your Foreign 
Secretary performs his duty to the foreign members, 
and even towards thoſe of the oldeſt ſtanding, in a very 
careleſs way; and with the leaſt poſiible trouble to 
himſelf. I have now, for theſe forty years paſt, 
enjoyed the honour of being a foreign member, and 
have never once failed in paying to the Society the 
compliment I thought due of ſending them all my 
publications. —— You were, therefore, my good friend, 
very well authoriſed, in making the report you did, to 
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* is ignorant of our national character; 
« that he is not aware in what con- 
*« tempt the high-minded Engliſhman 
holds that ſort of reputation, which 
eis built on a vain reciprocation of 
* compliments between men of learn- 
« ing; and that he is ignorant of the 
* rules of the Society, which allow no 
e larger thanks than thoſe which Dr. 
Hutton gave*.” It is true that the 
Royal Society gives no judgment either 
upon the papers and inventions imme- 
diately communicated to it, and pub- 
liſhed in its own volume, or upon the 
works, however valuable, which it re- 
ceives as preſents ; and in this reſpect 
it acts with great wiſdom. But not to 
mention that, in the caſes of the Elec- 


4 


* 


the Preſident on this ſubject; nay, it will even be far. 
ther highly proper, that you omit no ſuitable occaſion of 
remonſtrating againſt the negligence of your Secretary, 
and the manner in which he aquits himſelf of his duty 
towards foreign members, who are treated, as you ſee, 
very cayalierly, 
Authentic Narrative,“ p. 30. 

toral 
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L 3 1 
toral Academy at Manheim, and of 
Monſ. Bonnet, the intentions of the 
Council were not complied with, I 
ſhall beg leave, without meaning to 
convey the leaſt cenſure on Dr. Hutton, 
who undoubtedly thought himſelf fully 
juſtified in what he did, to ſuggeſt, 
whether, beſides ſending the printed 
form, it may not ſometimes be proper 
for the Foreign Secretary to write a few 
lines, in his own name, to eminent in- 
dividuals, or learned public bodies, ex- 
preſſing his perſonal reſpect, and the 
pleaſure he has in communicating the 
thanks of the Society. If thus he ſhould 
occaſionally go beyond what may be 
deemed the ſtrict demands of duty, 
perhaps he would rather deſerve ap- 
plauſe than blame. It could not have 
been amiſs to have paid a compliment 
to ſuch a man as Monſieur Bonnet of 
Geneva, whoſe writings are ſo numerous 
and ſo excellent; who has ſpent a long 
and honourable life in the cauſe of 
{cience 


l 

ſcience and literature; and who has been 
forty years one of the foreign members 
of the Royal Society: nor would ſome- 
thing of the like nature have been im- 
proper in the caſe of the Academy of 
Manheim. Any attentions of this kind, 
coming from the Foreign Secretary, would 
have been received with pleaſure, as 
marks of private regard and eſteem, 
without making the Royal Society give 
any opinion, as ſuch, upon the works 
communicated. Foreigners, who are 
very exact and copious in theſe atten- 
tions, may expect them in return; and 
the ſturdieſt Engliſhman may comply 
with them, ſo long as he does not vio- 
late the dictates of truth, in his letters 
of civility and politeneſs. This, I ac- 
knowledge, 1s an affair in which judg- 
ment and delicacy are required ; but it 
is not to be ſuppoſed that judgment 
and delicacy will ever be wanting in the 
Foreign Secretary to the Royal Society. 
If nothing more is thought or wiſhed 
to 
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to lie upon him than barely to ſend 
abroad ſome printed forms, to make 
marginal entries, and occafionally to 
write a letter in a preſcribed mode, the 
buſineſs might as well be executed by 
the clerk. It ſurely cannot be undeſir- 
able that the Secretary for the foreign 
correſpondence ſhould maintain that 
communication with the learned philo- 
ſophers of other countries, which ſhall 
give him to appear in the moſt reſpect- 
able light. 


There is one part of Dr. Hutton's 
Defence which is of conſiderable weight. 
It is that part where he aſks why he 
was not reminded of his neglects by 
Sir Joleph Banks, and in which he aſ- 
ſerts, that the Preſident, fince the laſt 
agreement in February, 1782, never 
once opened his mouth to him on the 
ſubject of his office, nor ever ſent him 
any meſſage concerning it. To this I 
am not able to give a tatisfactory anſwer, 


I It 


[ 66 ] 

It is, I ſuppoſe, allowed that the Pre- 
fident never did make any private repre- 
ſentations to Dr. Hutton, with regard to 
his manner of diſcharging the duties of 
the Foreign Secretariſhip. That Sir 
Joſeph Banks was diflatisfied with the 
Doctor's conduct has been fully mani- 
feſted ; and it is farther underſtood, that 
he did not conſider him as poſſeſſed of 
the qualifications that are moſt ſuitable 
for the employment : and yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he did not come to a 
particular explanation. Undoubtedly it 
would have been far better that he had 
done ſo: but thoſe who underſtand hu- 
man nature will not be greatly ſurpriſed 
at the Preſident's behaviour. There is 
always a reluctance to enter upon un- 
pleaſant diſcuſſions, and men will con- 
tinue a long time diſcontented with each 
other, before they will bring matters 
to an open complaint. However pre— 
ferable it might be that lurking diflikes 

ſhould be fairly expreſſed, and that 


things 


3 

things which occaſion uncaſineſs ſhould 
be brought to a criſis, ſo it is, and ſoit 
will be, that perſons will delay the hour 
of expoſtulation, and by that means en- 
creaſe the embarraſſment they wiſhed to 
avoid. 


But if Sir Joſeph Banks's conduct was 
not, in this inſtance, entirely defenſible, 
neither do I think that Dr. Hutton can 
be wholly acquitted of blame. It ap- 
pears to me that there was a deficiency 
of reſpect, in his having never waited 
upon the Preſident at his own houſe. It 
is alleged, indeed, by the Doctor, that 
he came every fortnight, or oftener, to 
town; that he attended the meetings of 
the Society; and that there Sir Joſeph 
Banks had ſuflicient opportunities of di- 
recting him concerning any matter of 
buſineſs. The truth of this cannot in 
the leaſt be called in queſtion, But 
whilſt mankind ſtand in particular rela- 
tions to each other, there are certain at- 
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[ 68 1 
tentions which may juſtly be expected, 
and a compliance with which is no vio- 


lation'of integrity, no diminution of ho- 


nour, no departure from an independent 
ſpirit. It is undoubtedly right in the 
perſon who ſuſtains ſomewhat of a ſubor- 
dinate ſtation to pay that civility or 
deference to the ſuperior one, which the 
nature of the office may reafonably de- 
mand. If Dr. Hutton did not chooſe 


to partake of the Prefident's Breakfaſts, 


he might have embraced ſome ſuitable 
occaſion of calling upon him in Soho- 
Square, and of propoſing to him any 
queſtion that occurred relative to the 
concerns of the Foreign Secretariſhip. 
Such an intercourſe might have been 
productive of a mutual confidence and 
ſatisfaction, and have been the means 
of rectifying miſtakes and miſapprehen- 
ſions. It might, in particular, have 
tended to remove Sir Joſph Banks's pre- 
judices, if he had unjuſtly ſuppoſed that 
Dr. Hutton was either negligent in the 

per- 


19 1 
performance of his duty, or unequal to 
the appointment he had undertaken. 


Upon the whole of the queſtion with 
regard to the ſpecific charges brought 
againſt Dr. Hutton, I am not ſurpriſed 
that wiſe and worthy men have formed 
different concluſions. It is a matter on 
which ſo much may be ſaid on both 
hdes, and with ſuch a degree of plauſi- 
bility, that perſons of the beſt charac- 
ters, and the moſt upright intentions, 
may be allowed to vary in their opinions. 
Some of the moſt reſpectable Fellows of 
the Royal Society, and whom I eſteem 
it an honour to call my friends, have 
warmly embraced the cauſe of Dr. Hut- 
ton. Others equally reſpectable, and 
with whom 1 ſtand in the like habits 
of intimacy and connection, have thought 
that the Prefident and Council were juſ- 
tifiable in their proceedings. In this 
diverſity of ſentiment there is ample 
cauſe for the exerciſe of candour and 

= mode- 


[ 70 ] 
moderation. With reſpect to the Coun- 
cil, there can be no doubt but that the 
gentlemen who compoſed it acted upon 
the moſt upright principles. They went 
on grounds which appeared to them to 
be well founded, and could have no- 
thing in view but the honour and in- 
tereſt of the Society. Were we to ſup- 
poſe them to have been ever ſo much 
miſtaken, it is ſtill their diſcernment 
alone, and not their integrity, which 
can be called in queſtion, 


It has been the language of the pub- 
lications which have appeared upon the 
ſubject of the preſent diſpute, to charge 
every thing which has been done that 
was productive of Dr. Hutton's reſig- 
nation on the deſpotiſm of the Preſident, 
Were he as deſpotic as has been repre- 
ſented, it is not to be imagined that gen- 
tlemen of ſuch eminence and characters 
as conitituted the Council, would be the 


flaves of a ſingle man. The reſolution ſo 


much 


14 

much condemned was agreed to by all 
the members preſent, two only ex- 
cepted. Could it be thought that they 
would give themſelves up to the ſug- 
geſtions of Sir Joſeph Banks, without 
exerciſing their own underſtandings, and 
their own power of determination ? Such 
a ſuppoſition cannot be made conſiſt- 
ently with candour and with juſtice. 
What is more extraordinary ſtill, on the 
principle I am controverting, the affair 
of Dr. Hutton was reviſed by the new 
Council, and all the gentlemen who 
were aſſembled, with no more than one 
exception, confirmed the former reſo- 
lution. Were they, too, diſpoſed to ſur- 
render their reaſon and their will to the 
tyranny of the Preſident? I am aſhamed 
of mentioning ſuppoſitions of this kind. 
J ſhall not, on the preſent occaſion, 
bring into diſcuſſion the names and 
characters of the members of either of 
the Councils. Not to mention the high 
rank of ſome of them, and the known 
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abilities and experience of others of 
them, their integrity and independence 
cannot be diſputed. Beſides this, it is 
to be remembered, that they acted upon 
oath ; that they had ſworn to deal faĩth- 
fully and honeſtly in all things belonging 
to the truſt committed to them, during 
their employment in the capacity of 
counſellours. Need I aſk, whether they 
could be capable of violating this ſacred 
engagement, to gratify the pride or paſ- 
ſion of any man whatever? The an- 
{wer hath already been given in the 
feelings of every unprej udiced mind. 


It may be added, with regard to the 
Preſident, that it is allowed by thoſe 
who are moſt diſpleaſed with him, that 
he is a man of integrity. Suppoſing 
him, therefore, to have been ever ſo 
greatly miſtaken in his opinion and his 
treatment of Dr. Hutton, he acted from 
the real conviction of his own mind, 

and 


E 


and conſequently could not be guilty of 
wanton and deſigned injuſtice. 


That I may put an end to this un- 
pleaſant diſcuſſion with regard to the 
ſubject now in agitation, I ſhall here 
bring forward, though out of its chro- 
nological order, Mr. Baron Maſeres's 
motion of the 12th of February, 1784, 
that it be recommended by the Society 
to their Preſident and Council to reſcind 
the order for preventing perſons reſiding 
out of London, from holding the office 
of Foreign Secretary, and to requeſt Dr, 
Hutton to reſume it,” When the mo- 
tion came to be conſidered, the Doctor 
had made an actual reſignation of his 
Secretariſhip. Now, in this caſe, every 
Fellow of the Society had a right to take 
up the matter as a new queſtion, and to 
deliberate, whether Dr. Hutton was, on 
the whole, the propereſt perſon for the 
office, and whether the appointment of 
him to it had been originally a wiſe and 
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judicious meaſure. The beſt qualification 
for diſcharging the buſineſs of the Fo- 
reign Secretary, I apprehend to be ſuch an 
acquaintance with the ancient and mo- 
dern languages, eſpecially the Latin and 
the French, as will enable a man to write 
in them with eaſe and with elegance. 
But ſuch a qualification, in its full per- 
fection, is chiefly to be expected in thoſe 
who have been brought up in claſſic 
ſchools, and who, in an univerſity, or 
in ſome other inſtitutiqn of the like na- 
ture, have gone through the courſe of a 
ſtrictly literary education. But, if I 
am not miſinformed, this was not the 
caſe with regard to Dr. Hutton, Much 
to his own credit, by the ſtrength of 
his genius, and the vigour of his mind, 
he hath burſt through the bounds of 
cvery original difadvantage, and hath 
worthily raiſed himſelf to an honour- 
able ſtation in his country, and to great 
eminence in ſcience. The accuracy 
and extent of his mathematical and phi- 

! loſophical 
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loſophical knowledge are undiſputed ; 
his communications to the Royal Society 
have ſpoken his praiſe; and the paper 
by which he obtained Sir Godfrey Cop- 
ley's medal, will for ever be recorded in 
the hiſtory of literature, He has, too, 
I doubt not, applied himſelf to the ac- 
quiſition cf the ancient and modern lan- 
guages: but ſuch an application, if not 
begun in early life, is ſeldom attended 
with that facility of writing in them, 
which far inferior capacities, in different 
circumſtances, may attain. It is no 
diſparagement to Dr, Hutton, no de- 
traction from his deſerved reputation, 
that he might not be thought the pro- 
pereſt perſon for executing the buſineſs 
of the Foreign Secretariſhip, His fame 
is built on a nobler baſis than that of 
the ability of drawing up an elegant 
letter in Latin, in French, or any other 
tongue. This ability, in a ſituation fa- 
vourable to it, might be acquired by a 
thonſand people, who, in greater at- 
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1 76 1 
tainments, would be unworthy to be 
compared with Dr. Hutton. The wri- 
ter of the preſent tract, who hath la- 
boured under diſadvantages with reſpect 
to the knowledge of the modern lan- 
guages, would not, for that reaſon, ac- 


cept of the office of Foreign Secretary, 


were it unanimouſly offered to him : 


and yet he ſhould be ſorry if his reputa- 


tion depended on fo trivial a circum- 


ſtance, and if he were not capable of 
greater things. Much more truly might 
this be aflerted of Dr. Hutton, who is 
ſo much diſtinguiſhed in the world of 
ſcience. Let him, therefore, reſt ſatis- 
fied with the name he hath obtained by 
his nobler acquiſitions in mathematics 
and philoſophy. 


He tibi erunt artes. 


Theſe are the points in which he ex- 
cels, and ' from theſe he will derive an 
undeniable claim to ſubſtantial honour 
and applauſe, 

I now 


"WE 

I now return to the regular courſe of 
the late tranſactions. When Dr. Hut- 
ton, notwithſtanding his ill ſucceſs with 
the Council, had obtained the appro- 
bation of the Society at two meetings, 
and had been honoured by ſuch a reſo- 
lution as that propoſed by Governor 
Pownall, many perſons expected that he 
would have acquieſced in the teſtimo- 
nies which had been given in his favour. 
They did not ſuppoſe that he would 
with to force himſelf upon the Preſi- 
dent and Council, in contradiction to 
their inclinations. From the known 
mildneſs of the Doctor's temper and 
character, it was thought that he would 
fit down contented with the laurels he 
had gained. But this did not comport 
with the ſentiments and views of his 
more zealous friends. A direct, along, 
and a formidable oppoſition to the Preſi- 
dent, appears to have been intended. 
This was evident from a ſpeech of Dr. 
Horſley's on the 18th of December, in 
| which 
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which he had declared, „ That the So- 
© ciety is now in circumſtances which 
render debate neceſſary for its preſer- 
* vation: that its chartered rights had 
been infringed—the freedom of elec- 
te tions controlled—the buſineſs of the 
Committee of papers miſmanaged : 
* that he had charges to bring forward 
* which might keep the Society in de- 
„ bate the whole winter; eſpecially if 
* upon every occaſion of debate it was 
*« firſt to be debated whether the com- 
* pany ſhould debate or no—perhaps, 
ce beyond the winter perhaps, till the 
© ſeaſon ſhould return for the Preſident 
© to inculcate his annual admonition 
« from the chair, which it was to be 
* hoped would never be again, what it 
* had too long been, a nugatory form 
His admonition to the members to 
te think of proper perſons to be choſen 
into the Council, and to fill his own 
** and the other offices *.“ 


, Authentic Narrative,“ p. 26, 21. 


This 
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This high - minded ſpeech, which 
foreboded ſuch a long courſe of diſſen- 
fions and diſputes in the Royal Society, 
excited no ſmall degree of alarm in the 
breaſts of many of the peaccable mem- 
bers, who wiſhed that the time of the 
ordinary meetings ſhould be devoted 
only to philoſophical purpoſes. I was 
myſelf particularly ſtartled, when I 
heard it pronounced. Hitherto I had 
been attached to the cauſe of Dr. Hut- 
ton, and ſincerely rejoiced in the teſti- 
monies of reſpe& he had received ; be- 
lieving, at the ſame time, that after his 
obtaining them, nothing more would 
occur, to interrupt the general buſineſs 
of the Society: But upon hearing Dr. 
Horſley's declarations, I began to atk 
myſelf where the matter would end: 
and what part ſhould be acted by one 
who had no other wiſh than to ſce the 
great objects of ſcience and natural 
knowledge regularly and harmoniouſly 
purſued. I reflected that the cauſes muit 
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be powerful indeed, which would juſtlfy 
the interruption, for the whole ſeaſon 
or longer, of the valuable deſigns of the 
Society's ordinary meetings, Here, 
then, to allude to a phraſe of the ever- 
memorable John Hales, of Eaton, when 
he renounced the doctrine of Calvin, I 
found myſelf obliged to bid good night 
to Dr. Horſley. 


The proſpect which now appeared of 
a continued ſcene of altercation and de- 
bate, induced the Preſident to invite a 
number of gentlemen to his houſe, on 


the firſt of January 1784, for the pur- 


poſe of conſidering what meaſures ought 
to be taken for preſerving the peace of 
the Society. At this meeting I was not 
preſent. I underſtand that it was nu- 


merous, and that among the gentlemen 


who attended were many of the Society's 
oldeſt and moſt reſpectable members. 


An account was given them of the pro- 


ceedings of the Council, in the affair 


of 


1 
of Dr. Hutton, ſimilar to that contain- 
ed in the paper which was afterwards 
preſented to the Society by Dr. Wat- 
ſon; and, upon deliberation, it was 
unanimouſly agreed to ſupport Sir Jo- 
ſeph Banks in the office of Preſident. 


The reſult of the meeting was Mr. 
Anguiſh's motion on the 8th of Jan- 
uary, which was carried, as we have 
ſeen, by a large majority. Into the de- 
bates occaſioned by this motion, I ſhall 
not enter. A copious account of them, 
on one fide of the queſtion, has been 
laid before the public, and the readers 
will judge for themſelves on the ſubject. 
That Mr. Anguiſh's motion was oppoſ- 
ed by ſome gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed 
eminence and character will readily be 
acknowledged ; and, cn the other hand, 
it was ſupported by other gentlemen, of 
equal eminence and character, as well 
as by the Society at large, who undoubt- 
| | G edly 
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edly acted upon the principles of inte- 
grity and conviction. 


Complaint hath been made that, dur- 
ing this and other debates, the friends 
of the Preſident ſometimes interrupted 
the ſpeakers, by clamours for the queſ- 
tion, and the clattering of ſticks. To 
ſuch interruptions, unleſs they be in- 
tended to prevent the introduction of 
improper perſonal remarks and reflec- 
tions, I am a total enemy. When any 
reſolution is to be conſidered, people 
ſhould come together with a determina- 
tion to give a fair and candid hearing to 
whatever may be alleged on both ſides 
of the matter in agitation. That impa- 
tience of ſpirit, which is expreſſed by 
the clattering of ſticks, is unworthy of 
liberal men, and of liberal ſocieties. At 
the ſame time, I am of opinion, that it 
was right not to permit Dr. Horſley to 
proſecute his charges relative to the 
eight inſtances wherein candidates for 

1 admiſſion 
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admiſſion into the Royal Society had not 
been ſucceſsful. To have had the names 
and characters of gentlemen brought 
into queſtion, would have been an in- 
delicate and painful buſineſs. It is 
highly probable that it would have been 
not a little diſagreeable to the unſucceſs- 
ful candidates themſelves, to hear that 


they had been the topics of public diſ- 
cuſiion and debate. 


A reſolution which was propoſed by 
Sir Henry Englefield having been men- 
tioned as being in ſome degree connect- 
ed with the late tranſactions, I ſhall 
here give an account of it, though to 
me it appears that the connection it has 
with them is very inconſiderable. This 
gentleman, on the 15th of January, gave 
notice, that, on the 29th of the ſame 


month, he ſhould make the following 
motion: 


That it is the opinion of. this So- 
** ciety, that the name of the perſon to 
Gr 2 „% whom 
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« whom Sir Godfrey Copley's medal is 
“ annually adjudged, ought to be pub- 
« liſhed at the head of the volume of 
«© Tranſactions next enſuing ſuch adjudi- 
% cation, together with the ſubject of 
the diſſertation for which the medal 
« was given: and that the Society does 
ce hereby recommend to their Preſident 
«© and Council, forthwith to conſider of 
te the proper form to be uſed in ſuch 
te publication.” 


When the que?ion was brought for- 
ward, on the 29th of January, it was 
2mended, with the conicnt ol the mover, 
as follows: . 

* Reſolved, that it is the opinion of 
* this Society, that it be recommended 
to the Preſident and Council, to con- 
** hder whether the name of the perſon, 
to whom Sir Godfrey Copley's medal 
* 18 annually adjudged, ought not to be 
*« publiſhed in the volume of the Phi- 
** Iotophical Tranſitions enſuing ſuch 

I „ adjudi- 
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cc adjudication, together with the ſub- 
« ject of the diſſertation for which the 
& medal was given: and, that, if they 
« ſhould think proper to publiſh it, 
ce they forthwith conſider of the proper 
* form to be uſed in ſuch publica- 
6 tion.” 


The motion, upon the ballot, was 
carried by a majority of twenty-ſix ; 
there being for it fiſty votes, and againſt 
it twenty-four, That there ſhould be any 
balls againſt a thing ſo reaſonable in it- 
ſelf, can only be accounted for by this 
conſideration, that it was regarded, by 
ſeveral members, as one of thoſe regu- 
Jations which bclonged more properly 
to the Council than to the Society, and 
which ought to have originated with the 
former rather than with the latter. In- 
deed, if the matter had been ſuggeſted to 
any one of the Council, there can be no 
doubt but that it would have been rea- 
dily adopted, 
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Having already ſpoken of the motion 
which came on next, for reſtoring Dr. 
Hutton to the place of Foreign Secre- 
tary, I ſhall only here obſerve, that, 
independently of the conſideration whe- 
ther the Doctor was, on the whole, the 
fitteſt perſon for the office, the point in 
queſtion now, in a great meaſure, was, 
whether Sir Joſeph Banks ſhould be 
ſupported in the chair, Thoſe, there- 
fore, who had agreed to the opinion of 
the Society upon that head, could not 
be expected to vote for compelling the 
Preſident and Council to reſcind a reſo- 


lution which they had ſo ſolemnly con- 
firmed, 


The motion of the 26th of February 
brings me to a matter in which Sir Jo- 
ſeph Banks's conduct hath been ſeverely 
condemned, and that is, his interference 
in the election of candidates for the 
Fellowſhip of the Society. This was 
one of the charges which was thrown 


out 
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out by Dr. Horſley on the 18th of De- 
cember, and which was ſtrongly urged 
by him in his famous ſpeech of the 
i2th of February. The ſame point 
hath been inſiſted upon, with peculiar 
acrimony, in a diſtinct publication. It 
has been alleged that the actions of the 
Preſident in this reſpect, have been ab- 
ſolutely unconſtitutional ; and the rea- 
ſonings of his antagoniſts ſeem intended 
to prove, that he ought to be wholly 
paſiive in the choice of the Fellows. 
This, however, is an idea which cannot 
haſtily be admitted, The Preſident, 
from his ſituation, muſt naturally be 
conſidered as, in a particular manner, 
the guardian of the honour and intereſt 
of the Society. He muſt be deeply 
concerned in the queſtion relative to the 
fitneſs or unfitneſs of the perſons who 
are ſolicitous for becoming members of 
that learned body. This I ſhould ap- 
prehend to have been the duty and the 
buſineſs of the Preſidents of the Royal 
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Society from the firſt inſtitution of it 
to the preſent day. In the early period 
of the Society, and, indeed, for nearly 
ſeventy years, no one was allowed to be 
propoſed for election by the Fellows in 
general, till he had previouſly been ap- 
proved of by the Council. This was 
the caſe in Sir Iſaac Newton's time, and 
till the year 1730. Nor was that firit 
of men, that glory of Great-Britain, and 
of human nature, totally exempt from 
partialities and prejudices in the exer- 
tion of his influence, He violently op- 
poſed the election of Mr. Whiſton, 
though an eminent Mathematician and 
Philoſopher ; and even went ſo far as to 
ſay, that if that gentleman ſhould be 
choſen a member, he would not conti- 
nue Preſident, 


The mode of chooſing the Fellows of 
the Royal Society, which was adopted 
in 1730, hath taken away from the Preſi- 
dent and Council the right they had of 

| pre- 
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preventing the name of any candidate 
from being hung up in the Meeting- 
room, who had not obtained their pre- 
vious approbation. But in the fſur- 
render of this privilege, they did not, 
they could not mean to be entirely paſ- 
five in the election of members, Though 
they may not have taken up the affair 
in a body, they could not avoid con- 
verſing with each other as occaſions 
occurred, and enquiring into the talents 
and merits of the gentlemen propoſed. 
I am perſuaded that there never was a 
time in which the Preſidents did not 
regard this matter as a peculiar object 
of their duty, Sure I am that this was 
the caſe with our late excellent Preſi- 
dent, Sir John Pringle, No one could 
be more anxious in his enquiry than he 
was into the characters and qualifica- 
tions of candidates: and I well re- 
member an inſtance, where a perſon, 
who had been recommended by very 
reſpectable names, was rejected, in con- 

ſequence 
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ſequence of the meaſures which Sir 
John had taken for that purpoſe. 


The right, then, for the Preſident to 
interferc, in ſome form or other, with 
reſpect to the choice of Fellows, cannot 
reaſonably be diſputed. The only queſ- 
tions, therefore, can be, with regard to 
the mode of interference, and the pro- 
priety with which the ſolicitude for 
excluſions hath been exerted. And here 
it is that ſtrong accuſations have been 
brought againſt Sir Joſeph Banks, What 
he is particularly charged with is, that, 
on the nights of elections, he hath ſo- 
licited balls againſt candidates, or hath 
uſed ſuch influence as has occaſioned 
their names to be taken down, after 
they had been hung up in the Meeting- 
room of the Society. On this part of 
his conduct different opinions have been 
entertained by the moſt candid mem- 
bers. Mr. Anguiſh expreſſed his ap- 
probation of it, and he ſeemed to have 


the 
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the concurrence of the majority of the 
Fellows who were preſent. For my 
own part, I ſcruple not to declare that 
I am of a contrary ſentiment. I always 
preferred the more concealed method of 
interference which had been made uſe 
of by Sir John Pringle and former Pre- 
fidents. There was, however, ſome- 
thing honeſt and open, if not judicious, 
in Sir Joſeph Banks's mode of proceed- 
ing; and I cannot think it deſerves all 
that energy of complaint which it hath 
lately excited, I leave it to his own 
mature conſideration, whether it may 


not be expedicnt to act more cautiouſly 
in future, 


Another and more delicate queſtion 
ariſes, concerning the propriety of the 
inſtances in which the Preſident hath 
contributed to hinder the election of 
candidates. It will not, it cannot be 
expected that I ſhould enter into a diſ- 
cuſſion of theſe caſes. To do ſo would 


be 
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be highly improper, and no prudent 
men would with to hurt the feelings of 
reſpectable individuals, by bringing their 
names into print, However unwor- 
thily they may be thought to have been 
treated, however deſerving they were of 
better ſucceſs, they probably have no 
defire that their misfortune, if it 
be one, ſhould become the object of 
public debate, I think they owe 
no thanks to the writers who have 
brought them forward to the notice of 
the world; and that nothing of this 
kind ought to have been done without 
their expreſs permiſſion, Whether that 
permiſſion has been obtained, I am not 
competent to declare, 


I have already mentioned that I was 
not pleaſed with the Prefident's inter- 
poſition, in two or three caſes where 
my particular friends were concerned ; 
nor did I put in a negative ball in any 


of the inſtances of excluſion which have 
afforded 
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afforded matter of ſo much complaint, 
Whatever part may have been taken by 
Sir Joſeph Banks, I have always bal- 
loted according to the dictates of my 
own judgment ; and where I had any 
cönnection with a candidate, have ex- 
erted what little intereſt I was poſſeſſed 
of warmly in his favour. No member 
is bound to concur in ſentiment with 
the Preſident, or to act in perfect con- 
formity to his wiſhes. If he hath 
formed an unjuſt opinion concerning 
the qualiiications of any gentleman who 
ſolicits admiſſion into the ſociety, thoſe 
who are better acquainted with his me- 
rit will aſſert their own privilege of de- 
termination. A Preſident, no doubt, as 
well es any other man, is liable to miſ- 
takes and prejudices; and where he 
happens to fall into them, they ſhould 
be counteracted by a firmneſs accompa- 
nied with decency. But it does not 
hence follow, that his general character 
and conduct deferve to be impeached. 

Not- 
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Notwithſtanding any accidental errors, 
he may ſtill act with perfect integrity, 
with real ability, and with a ſincere 
regard to the honour and proſperity of 
the Society: and all this I firmly be- 
lieve to be the caſe with Sir Joleph Banks. 


In the election of members, it is 
proper that the Royal Society ſhould be 
ſomewhat jealous of its own dignity. 
This jealouſy it has always maintained; 
and it has particularly been careful 
againſt encouraging thoſe who may be 
ſuſpected to have ſome ſelfiſh defign, 
ſome view of recommending themſelves 
by their F. R. S. ſo as to promote any 
private intereſt. Where, likewiſe, the 
ſituation of men is ſuch, that there is 
no probability of their being ſerviceable 
by their attendance, their communica- 
tions, their names, or in any other mode, 
a certain degree of caution has been ex- 
erciſed. It is the duty of the Preſident 
to be watchful in theſe caſes. 


The 
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The Royal ſociety may be regarded 
as conſiſting of three ſorts of perſons. 
The firſt and moſt honourable are the 
real philoſophers; thoſe who apply 
themſelves to the various objects of 
ſcience, and enrich the Tranſactions by 
their communications. The ſecond are 
the men of general literature, who, 
though, perhaps, no great adepts in ex- 
perimental philoſophy, whilſt they de- 
rive reputation from belonging to a 
learned body, impart it in return, and 
may have it in their power to be uſeful 
in various important reſpects. The third 
ſort are the nobility, and gentlemen of 
rank and fortune. Much complaint has 
been thrown out againſt the numerous 
introduction of theſe perſons into the 
Society, and they have been treated with 
great contempt. But I do not perceive 
any ſufficient reaſon for the warmth of 
language that has been uſed upon the 
occaſion. When men of hereditary dig- 
nity and high ſtation manifeſt a love 

for 


. 96. ] 

for ſcience, and a deſire to be enrolled 
among its friends, they ſhould be en- 
couraged in ſo laudable a diſpoſition; 
They give as well as receive honour ; 
and their contributions ſerve to carry 
on the valuable purpoſes of the Society, 
They ſtand forth as the patrons of phi- 
loſophical knowledge, and have means 
of promoting it, which do not fall to the 
lot of common individuals. Though 
no diſcoverers themſelves, they may 
bring diſcoverers to light, and aſſiſt them 
in the proſecution of their inventions 
and purſuits. I may add, too, that 
among the high names which are found 
in the catalogue of the Royal Society, 
there are men of cultivated underſtand- 
ings, of liberal minds, of ſcientific at- 
tainments ; men, who, independently of 
their rank, would do honour to any li-. 
terary inſtitution whatever. 


To return to the conſideration of re- 
jected candidates, it may be obſerved, 
that 
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that their ill ſucceſs is ſometimes ow- 
ing, in no ſmall degree, to the negle& 
of thoſe who ſigned their certificates. 
In one of the inſtances lately ſo much 
complained of, out of five recommen- 
ders, none of them attended on the day 
of ballot. This is a conduct which was 
highly blameable, if they were truly 
anxious in the cauſe of their friend. 
Such a conduct always raiſes ſuſpicion 
in the minds of the members preſent, 
and has a conſiderable effect upon their 
manner of voting. Caſes might be 
mentioned, in which gentlemen of the 
moſt reſpectable characters may charge 
their loſs of election ſolely to circum- 
ſtances of this kind. Such of the Fel- 
lows as were ſtrangers to their perſons 
and merit, have imagined that it was 
not intended that they ſhould be zea- 
louſly ſupported. 


It may be added upon this ſubject, 
that if it ſhould ſometimes be found 
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that a candidate has been haſtily reject- 
ed, the matter is not without remedy. 
Two or three inſtances have not long 
ſince occurred, wherein perſons, who 
formerly were unſucceſsful upon the 
ballot, have again been propoſed for 
election, and very honourably choſen. 
A caſe of the ſame kind now appears in 
the Society's Meeting-room, which I 
doubt not will have an equally honour- 
able concluſion. 


When the moſt has been made of the 
ſubje& of excluſions, it cannot be prov- 
ed that Sir Joſeph Banks has not ated 
from a ſincere regard to the welfare of 
the Society ; and it is acknowleged by 
by his ſevereſt enemies, that his inter- 
ference hath in ſeveral reſpects been 
manifeſted where the candidates were 
improper objects of admiſſion. If occa- 
ſionally he may have fallen into miſ- 
takes, there are evidences of his readi- 
neſs to correct them: and this poſition 

I muſt 
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I muſt ever maintain, that it is his right, 
and his duty, with regard to the illuſ- 
trious and learned body over which he 
preſides, to be zealous for its reputation 
and its intereſt in the choice of mem- 
bers. 


The motion relative to the impropri- 
ety of the Preſident's availing himſelf 
of his ſituation, to influence the vote of 
any officer of the Society, will not re- 
quire much conſideration. It originat= 
ed in ſome words ſpoken by Sir Joſeph 
Banks to Mr. Maty, expreſſive of his 
diſſatisfaction at finding that gentleman 
uſually in oppoſition to him. What 
were the preciſe words hath been the 
ſubject of altercation ; but the matter is 
too trifling to merit a particular diſ- 
cuſſion, If every accidental expreſſion, 
uttered, perhaps, in a moment of inad- 
vertency, were to be ſeverely ſcrutiniz- 
ed, moſt afſſuredly Sir Joſeph Banks 
would not be found the only guilty 
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perſon. Of how little conſequence the 
motion was thought by the Society in 
general, is apparent from the manner 
in which it was rejected: and Mr. 
Planta, the Senior Secretary, ſtood up 
in his place, during the courſe of the 
debate, and declared, that he had not 
experienced the exerciſe of any undue 
influence on the part of the Preſident. 


With the motions to which negatives 
were put on the 26th of February, the 
diviſions and contentions that had inter- 
rupted the proper buſineſs of the ordi- 
nary meetings of the Society ceaſed. 
The large majorities in favour of Sir Jo- 
ſeph Banks probably diſcouraged the 
minority from bringing forward the 
criminations againſt him, which had 
been threatened to be produced. Theſe 
criminations, however, have been urged 
with peculiar ſeverity from the preſs, 
and, therefore, cannot be paſſed over 
without notice. 


One 


5 
One of the charges inſiſted upon againſt 


the Preſident, is the formation of every 
Council ſince he hath ſitten in the chair 
of the Society, and eſpecially the forma- 
tion of the laſt Council. On this head 
it is repreſented, that he has fixed upon 
perſons who were unequal to the execu- 
tion of the purpoſes for which they were 
choſen. But, upon the matureſt deli- 
beration, I cannot diſcern that the ac- 
cuſation brought againſt him on this 
head hath been ſupported by ſufficient 
evidence. It ſeems to be the deſign of 
the charter, in ordering that ten of the 
Council ſhould be changed every year, 
to provide, that the members, in ſome 
degree of ſucceſſion, as circumſtances 
may render it proper, ſhould take their 
turn in conducting the affairs of the So- 
cicty. In the choice of the gentlemen 
who are recommended for election, the 
points to which regard is to be had are 
the time during which they have been 
Fellows, their general ability, their ſcien- 
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tific knowledge, their capacity for buſi- 
neſs, and the probability of their atten- 
dance. It hath, likewiſe, been uſual 
to fix upon two or three men of high 
rank, if they be either learned them- 
ſelves, or are known to be patrons of li- 
terature. Such are the views on which, 
I apprehend, our Preſidents have uni- 
ſormly conducted themſelves ; and ſuch 
I believe to have been the views of Sir 
Joſeph Banks. In the variety of ſelec- 
tion, which an attention to theſe diffe- 
rent objects requires, as the Council 
cannot always conſiſt of the ſame per- 
ſons, there will neceſſarily be a diver- 
ſity in the eminence of the members of 
which it is compoſed. But it doth not 
hence follow that any fingle Council 
hath been unequal to the faithful and 
able diſcharge of its duty, I will ven- 
ture to aſſert that this hath never been 
the caſe. It would ill become me, on 
the preſent occaſion, to bring forward 
the names of particular gentlemen, and 
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to make their characters and qualifica- 
tions, the ſubject of diſcuſſion; though 
ſuch a diſcuſſion, I doubt not, would 
redound highly to their honour. Let 
any impartial judge examine the liſts 
of the Councils which have been cho- 
ſen ſince Sir Joſeph Banks was in the 
chair, and then ſay, whether they have not 
been men of enlarged underſtandings ; 
men who do honour to the Society, and 
who were equal to the general buſineſs for 
the diſcharge of which they were appoint- 
ed. Some of them, likewiſe, have always 
been men of diſtinguiſhed knowledge 
in one branch of ſcience or other. It 
may be allowed that every Preſident, in 
ſelecting the proper perſons to ſupply 
the annual vacancies, will have a little 
regard to private friendſhips and con- 
nections; and I never yet knew an in- 
ſtance in human life, and in the great- 
eſt integrity of diſpoſition, where ſome- 
thing of this kind did not, more or leſs, 
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take place. But this is a matter of 
trifling importance, provided unqualifi- 
ed objects are not pitched upon through 
the influence of partiality, and provided 
thoſe be not paſſed over who have a 
peculiar claim to diſtinction. I con- 
feſs that, in one cafe, Sir Joſeph Banks 
was the means of a very near relation's 
being choſen into the Council, though 
he had been but a little while a Fellow 
of the Society, The gentleman was, 
indeed, a very reſpectable character, and 
otherwiſe not unfit for the appointment; 
but ſtill the fixing upon him, when he 
had recently become a member, may be 
conſidered as a weakneſs in the Preti- 
dent. It was, however, one of thoſe 
infirmities which adhere ſo cloſely to the 
mind of man, and have ſuch a mixture 
of amiableneſs in them, that the candid, 
I had almoſt ſaid, the ſevere, will not 
be harſh in the condemnation of the 
ja. 
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A point oa which conſiderable ſtreſs 
is laid, is the capacity that is neceſſary 
for judging concerning the communica— 
tions made to the Society; and it has 
been more than intimated, that ſuch hag 
lately been the conſtitution of the Coun- 
cils, as to render it difficult to ſelect out 
of them good committees of papers. 
But this is a repreſentation of things 
with which I cannot by any means con- 
cur. In the firſt place, excepting with 
regard to ſome peculiarly abſtruſe ſub- 
jets, it is no hard matter to form a 
right opinion concerning the general 
value of the philoſophical obſervations 
and experiments which are produced at 
the Socicty's meetings. There are few 
members indeed, of whom it can be 
ſuppoſed that they. are ſo ignorant, as 
to be incapable of determining whether 
a paper be ingenious, curious, or uſe- 
ful; whether, upon the whole, its me- 
rit be ſuch, that it ought to have a place 
in the Tranſactions. Beſides, an appeal 
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may be ſafely made to all who have ex- 
amined the matter with impartiality, 
whether there ever was a Council, dur- 
ing Sir Joſeph Banks's Preſidency, in 
which there were not ſome perſons who 
were well known to have devoted them- 
ſelves to the different objects of ſcience 
that came within the view of the Royal 
Society. Should it occaſionally happen, 
though it can ſeldom happen, that there 
is not in the Council an able Mathema- 
tician, and ſhould, at the ſame time, a 
profound communication of the mathe- 
matical kind require to be inveſtigated, 
ſtill the caſe is far from being without 
remedy. In the 12th chapter of the 
ſtatutes of the Society, relative to the 
ſelection of papers, in order for publi- 
cation, and to the conduct to be purſued 
by the Committee for that purpoſe, is 
the following regulation. 


„That the majority of the ſaid Com- 
** mittee, preſent at any meeting thereof, 


« ſhall 


B 
« ſhall be at liberty to call in to their 
ts aſſiſtance, at that or any other ſubſe- 
* quent meeting, any other members of 
© the Society, who are knowing and 
e well ſkilled in any particular branch 
* of ſcience, that ſhall happen to be the 
* ſubjet-matter of any paper, ich 
* ſhall be then to come under their de- 
liberation; and that the perſons ſo 
e called in to aſſiſt, although not mem- 
ce bers of the Committee, may give their 
* votes on all papers to be conſidered at 
* ſuch meeting at which they ſhall be 
© defired to aſſiſt, in the ſame manner 


« 1s the members of the ſaid Com- 
** mittee may do.” 


From this law it is apparent, provid- 
ed the gentlemen of the Council be in 
any degree attentive to their duty, that 
there cannot be the leaſt danger of their 
not being able to paſs a competent judg- 
ment upon any paper that is brought 
before them, however intricate or pro- 

found 
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found it may be in its own nature. If 
they have doubts in their minds, they 
can avail themſelves the beſt ability 
which the Society affords; and this, I 
.: fatisfied hath been done, on ſuitable 


C ie * 
Oecanons. 


But that the queſtion concerning the 
character of the Councils may finally be 
determined, let us aſk what hath been 
their actual conduct ſince Sir Joſeph 
Banks became Prefident. Can any 
preofs of their incapacity be drawn from 
the papers which they have permitted 
to be publiſhed in the Philoſophical 
Tranſactions? Are not the volumes for 
tac laſt five years as valuable as they have 
been in preceding periods? Whoever 
looks into them muſt be ſenfible that 
they are full of rich and curious mat- 
ter, and that they have by no means loſt 
their reputation. 


Nor can the judgment of the Councils 
be impeached in the aſſignments of Sir 
Godfrey 


1 
Godfrey Copley's medal; ſince it ap- 
pears to have been beſtowed, from time 
to time, on thoſe who muſt be allow- 
ed to have been deſerving of the honour. 
The perſons who have received it from 
the hands of Sir Joſeph Banks, are Mr. 
Vince, in 1780, for his inveſtigation of 
the principles of progreflive and rotatory 
motion ; Mr. Kirwan, in 1781, for his 
experiments and obſervations on the 
ſpecific gravities, and attractive powers 
of various ſaline ſubſtances; Mr. Her- 
ſchel, in 1782, for having diſcovered a 
new planet; and, in 1783, Mr. Good- 
rick, for his diſcovery of the period of 
the alteration of light in the Star Algol ; 
and Mr. Hutchins, for finding out and 
aſcertaining the point of cold at which 
Mercury congeals. In theſe diitribu- 
tions there cannot be perceived the leaſt 
ſhadow of predilection for thoſe parts of 
natural knowledge in which the Preſi- 
dent is underſtood more particularly to 
excel. The majority of the papers are 
mathe- 


1 10 
mathematical and aſtronomical, and the 
other two are chemical. In the three 
former caſes the judgment of the Aſtro- 
nomer Royal was undoubtedly taken; 
and in the latter ſuch of the Committee 
probably took the lead as were moſt 
adequate to the buſineſs. In ſhort, no- 
thing appears, with regard to the aſſign- 
ments of Sir Godfrey Copley's medal, 
which argues a want either of integrity, 
ability, or impartiality, on the part of 
the Preſident and his Councils. 


It has been repreſented as a grievance 
that the Aſtronomer Royal was not 
choſen into the Council for 1784. No 
one can be more ſenſible of his great 
merit than I am, or more ſincerely re- 
Joice in every mark of eſteem and hon- 
our which he receives. He is undoubt- 
edly in himſelf highly qualified to be 
always a member of the Council ; but 
it may deſerve to be conſidered, whe- 
ther there ſhould not be ſomething of 

I a rotation 
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a rotation in matters of this kind. Were 
a few perſons, however eminent, to be 
invariably appointed, beſides that it 
would be a hindrance to that variety of 
election which the conſtitution of the 
Society ſeems to require, they might 
miſtakenly be regarded as forming a ſort 
of inquiſition. As it would be exactly 
known who were to determine concern— 
ing the value of papers, ſuch gentlemen 
would be looked upon with a ſuſpicious 
and jealous eye, and thoſe who did not 
meet with the ſucceſs they expected, might 
be ready to entertain perſonal diſlikes and 
animoſities. It 1s an advantage to have 
the matter tranſacted in ſuch a concealed 
way that perſons cannot be abſolutely 
ſure who in particular were their judges. 


With reſpect to the Council of the 


preſent year (1784), when I look over 
the liſt of gentlemen of whom it is com- 


poſed, I am ſurprized at the indignity 
and contempt with which, in their cor- 
porate 
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porate capacity, they have been treated 
in the Hiſtory of the inſtances of ex- 
ce cluſion from the Royal Society.“ I 
cannot, upon the moſt mature delibera- 
tion, perceive any juſt foundation for 
ſuch treatment. There is not a perſon 
among them, who 1s not a man of ſound 
general knowledge and underſtanding. 
Several of them are known to be profi- 
cients in particular parts of natural 
ſcience. If there be not any one among 
them who has diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his writings in mathematics and aſtro- 
nomy, it does not hence follow that 
there are none who are well acquainted 
with theſe ſubjects. I think that I could 
point out thoſe of them who are quali- 
fied to give their opinions, with ability, 
on the merit of mathematical and aſtro- 
nomical papers; but I have laid it down 
as a rule, in this tract, to bring particular 
names into queſtion as little as can poſſibly 
be done, conſiſtently with the nature of 
my undertaking. On the whole, there 

does 
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docs not appear any great cauſe to blams 
the Preſident in the formation of Coun- 
cils. They have always been equal to 
the buſineſs for which they were ap- 
pointed, and have tranſacted it in a 
manner that brings no reaſonable im- 
peachment on their characters. I am 
not, therefore, under the apprehenſions 
which have been expreſſed, leſt Sir Jo- 
ſeph Banks ſhould diſgrace the Society 


in his future recommendations. 


The other charges which have been 
urged againſt the Preſident, are of ſo 
little conſequence that they will cafily 
be diſpatched. One of them relates to 
the manner in which the papers com- 
municated to the Society have been 
brought forward. An irregularity 1s 
complained of on this head, but on what 
foundation is not very apparent. The 
order in which papers are read at the 
meetings of the Society is an affair that 


admits of a certain degree of diverſity 
I and 


1 


and latitude, and the power of directing 
it muſt exiſt ſomewhere. This power 
is uſually and properly lodged with the 
Preſident, and I do not know that it 
hath been exerciſed by him with any 
impropriety. However circumſpect he 
may have been, there are always ſan- 
guine men who will think that they 
have reaſon to be diſſatisfied. Some 
communications are of ſuch a nature as 
not to demand immediate notice, whilſt 
others, though not firſt ſent in, require, 
on account of their being relative to 
more temporary objects, to be read as 
ſoon as poſſible. If a liberty of this 
kind had not been taken, Sir William 
Hamilton's admirable account of the 
carthquakes in Italy muſt have been de- 
ferred to another ſeſſion. | 


A farther charge brought againſt Sir 
Joſeph Banks is, that he hath laviſhed 
the money of the Society upon baubles. 
This aſſertion refers to two arm chairs, 

purchaſed 


i 

purchaſed for great viſitors, ſuch as any 
of our own Royal Family, or any foreign 
ſovereign prince, who might chance to be 
in England. The expence of the chairs 
was only twenty pounds; and the cir— 
cumſtances of the Society are not ſo low 
as to be injured by the payment of ſuch 
a trifling ſum. As to the expediency 
of the meaſure, it is ſcarcely a ſubject 
worthy of diſcuſſion. If any illuſtrious 
viſitant ſhould decline the honour pro- 
vided for him, perhaps he would not, 
in ſo doing, detract from his own real 
dignity. On the other hand, to be 
ready to pay a teſtimony of attention 
and reſpect to ſuch a perſonage, can re- 
flect no diſgrace on the Royal Society. 


The laſt charge I ſhall mention, which 
is ſaid to have been alleged againſt the 
Preſident, though I do not recollect 
where or when it was produced, is, 
that books have been taken out of the 
library, without leave being firſt aſked. 

I 2 The 
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The thing, I am aſſured, hath very ſel- 


dom been done, and only upon occaſions 
that would juſtify the liberty. In theſe 
caſes the Preſident ſtands between the 
borrowers and the Society, and there is 
no evidence that any injury has been 
ſuſtained. During the long vacation, it 
may happen that a gentleman who is 
engaged in ſome philoſophical or lite- 
rary purſuit, may ſtand in need of the 
uſe of a particular book; and yet, at 
that time, it would be impoſſible to 
comply with the cuſtomary form of re- 
queſt. 


Having thus gone through the ſeve— 
ral criminations which have been urged 
againſt Sir Joſeph Banks, the queſtion 
will occur, on what grounds it hath ſo 
poſitively been aſſerted, by his antago- 
niſts, that he is totally unfit to continue 
at the head of the Royal Society. My 
readers cannot be inſenſible that this 
point hath been maintained with great 

r vehemence. 
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vehemence. However, that the Preſi- 
dent is not ſo abſolutely unworthy to 
remain in his office as hath lately been 
alleged, will, perhaps, appear from 
what has already been advanced. But 
it may be proper more particularly to 
enquire, whether he may not be poſſeſſed 
of ſome qualifications that do not wholly 
incapacitate him for ſupporting the dig- 
nity of the ſtation which he now fills. 


That he is not defective in point of 
family, fortune, and rank, will readily 
be admitted. In theſe reſpets he is 
equal to many, and ſuperior to others, 
who have ſuſtained the office before 
him. Tam no idolizer of birth, riches, 
and titles; and no one can feel more 
ſtrongly of how little value theſe things 
are, unleſs they be accompanied with 
the powers of the underſtanding, and 
the virtues of the mind. Nevertheleſs, 
the external advantages I have mention- 
ed have their importance, when united 

12 with 
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with more eſſential requiſites. They 
enable a man to extend his uſefulneſs 
far beyond what he could otherwiſe 
have done, and to execute purpoſes 
which perſons, perhaps of ſuperior abi- 
lities, but in lower ſtations, could not 
carry into effect. | 


It may, however, ſafely be aſſerted, 
that Sir Joſeph Banks's qualifications 
are not confined to family, fortune, and . 
rank. When he had finiſhed the uſual 
courſe of a claſſical and univerſity edu- 
cation, he did not, as is commonly 
done by thoſe who poſſeſs ample eſtates, 
betake himſelf to the enjoyments rather 
than to the labours of life. One of thc 
firſt things he did, after quitting Ox- 
ford, was to croſs the Atlantic, and to 
viſit the Coaſts of Newfoundland and 
Labradore, Theſe places were not in 
themſelves very inviting; but he was 
Jed to them by his zeal for knowledge, 
and eſpecially by his attachment to bo- 

| tany 
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tany and natural hiſtory, to which he 
had applied his particular attention. In 
1768, he engaged in a nobler expedi- 
tion, This was to accompany Captain 
Cook, in his voyage to obſerve the 
Tranſit of Venus, to make diſcoveries 
in the South Seas, and, in fact, to 'cir- 
cumnavigate the globe. Though bo- 
tanical reſearches conſtituted a principal 
part of his plan, it was not to botani- 
cal reſearches only that his views were 
limited. 


The knowledge of nature in general, 
and of the animal kingdom in particu- 
lar, was enlarged by his enquiries, in 
conjunction with thoſe of his friends 
who were connected with him, and in- 
deed ſupported by him in the proſecu- 
tion of the ſame laudable purſuits. The 
public is, likewiſe, indebted to him for 
deſcriptions of countries and people, 
their productions, manners, cuſtoms, 
religion, policy, and language. This 

I 4 is 
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is the teſtimony given by Dr. Hawks 
worth; and how much that gentleman's 
relation of Captain Cook's firſt voyage 
round the world was enriched by Mr. 
Banks's communications and papers, is 
apparent from every part of the work. 
What a treaſure he brought back with 
him in natural hiſtory is known to the 
curious in that department of ſcience. 
When he returned to England, the la- 
bours and fatigues he had gone through, 
and the dangers to which he had been 
expoſed, did not deter him from the 
defign of accompanying Captain Cook 
in his ſecond expedition. Some cir— 
cumitances having prevented Mr, Banks 
from carrying this deſign into execution, 
he did not give himſelf up to an indo- 
lont life, but in a little time engaged in 
another voyage of diſcovery. The voyage 
1 mean was that to the Weſtern Ifles, and 
to Iceland. In this navigation, Mr. Banks 
proſecuted his purpoſes of adding to 

ſcientifig 
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ſcientific knowledge, as is evident from 
his publication of Van Troil. After 
that time, beſides his other engagements, 
he aſſiduouſly employed himſelf in his 
grand botanical undertaking, which is 
conducted at great labour and expence, 
and which, when completed, will be 
the nobleſt work of the kind that hath 
appeared in any country. 


The ſeveral circumſtances I have men- 
tioned, cannot certainly be conſidered 
as having been bad preparations for the 
honour Mr. Banks obtained of bcing 
choſen Preſident of the Royal Society, 
on the reſignation of Sir John Pringle. 
That theſe circumſtances were regard- 
ed as matters deſerving of eſteem and 
diſtinction, appears from his having 
been elected without oppoſition. Be- 
ſides what Sir Joſeph Banks has done, 
in bis private and perſonal capacity, to- 
wards the promotion of natural know- 
ledge, it cannot, JI believe, be denied, 

that, 
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that, fince he hath filled the chair of 
the Society, he hath been aſſiduous in 
endeavouring to advance the ends of the 
inſtitution. His houſe and his library 
are open to learned and philoſophical 
men, and he is ready to give them his 
aſſiſtance in the accompliſhment of their 
uſeful deſigns. Foreigners, as well as 
his own countrymen, are freely and li- 
berally received by him, and he carries 
on an extenſive correſpondence with 
eminent men abroad. In ſhort, his 
time, his attention, and his fortune, 
have been applied to the purpoſes of 
ſuſtaining the dignity and utility of his 
ſtation: and that he might not be in- 
terrupted in this laudable view, he has 
declined what to moſt men of rank and 
fortune is an object of ambition, and 
what he might eaſily have obtained, a 
ſeat in parliament, 


But that it may with greater deciſion 
be determined, how far it is fit to diſ- 


place 
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place the Preſident, let it be conſidered 
whether the Society has, or has not, 
proſpered, during his adminiſtration. 
'That it has flouriſhed, and that it hath 
been provided with a due aſſortment of 
valuable papers, may with the utmoſt 
truth be aſſerted. There have been 
times in which communications have 
been ſcarce, and they were not plenti- 
ful when Sir Joſeph Banks firſt entered 
upon his office. But of late ycars there 
has been no reaſon to complain upon 
this head. In 1782, fifty-one papers 
were balloted for, of which forty-one 
were either unanimoufly approved or 
unanimouſly rejected, With regard to 
five of them, there was only the differ- 
ence of a ſingle voice, and upon the 
other five the balls were more equally 
divided. The account for 1783, will 
be found nearly the ſame; nor will that 
of the preſent year be leſs honourable. 
I have already appealed to the public 
concerning the value of the communi- 
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cations which have appeared in the Tranſ- 
actions. Theſe will ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, and enable every reader to deter- 
mine whether the Society hath or hath 
not been in a ſtate of proſperity during 
the Prefidency of Sir Joſeph Banks. 


Sarcaſtic hints have been thrown out 
with reſpect to his fitting in the chair 
of Newton. Such reflections are of 
eaſy fabrication, and they have been 
made with an equally unjuſt ſeverity on 
former Preſidents. A Newton is not the 
produce of every age or country. A 
Newton only riſes up in the world in 
the courſe of many centuries, to ſhew, 
perhaps, what it is to which the hu- 
mand mind may poſlibly attain, If it 
had been reſolved, that the Chair of the 
Royal Society ſhould never be filled 
till! an equal to Sir Iſaac Newton could 
be found to ſit in it, it muſt have always 
been vacant, both before and ſince the 
time of that illuſtrious philoſopher. 

1 The 


L 

The language that hath been uſed, in 
the point I am ſpeaking of, is childith 
and infignificant. The office of Preſi- 
dent may be worthily and uſefully diſ- 
charged, though it be not ſuſtained by 
the greateſt man to whom the univerſe 
has given birth. This will be apparent 
from a ſurvey of the gentlemen who 
have poſſeſſed the Chair of the Society, 
from its fir{t inſtitution, as a chartered 
body, to the preſent day. The liſt of 
the Preſidents is as follows: William 
Lord Viſcount Brouncker, appointed in 
1663 ; Sir Joſeph Williamſon, elected 
in 1677; Sir Chriſtopher Wren, in 
1680; Sir John Hoſkins, in 1682 ; Sir 
Cyril Wyche, in 1683; Samuel Pepys, 
Eſq. in 1684; John Earl of Carberiy, 
in 1686; Thomas Earl of Pembroke 
and Montgomery, in 1689; Sir Robert 
Southwell, in 1690; Charles Montagu, 
Eſq. in 1695; John Lord Somers, in 
1698; Sir Iſaac Newton, in 1703; Sir 
Hans Sloane, in 1727; Martin Folkes, 

Eſq. 
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Flq. in 1741; George Earl of Mac- 


clesfield, in 1752 ; James Earl of Mor- 
ton, in 1764; James Burrow, Eſq. in 


1768; James Weſt, Eſq. in the ſame 


year; James Burrow, Eſq. in 1772; 
Sir John Pringle, in the ſame year ; and 
Joſeph Banks, Eſq. in 1778. Upon a 
peruſal of this liſt, the names of ſeveral 
gentlemen will be perceived, who, 
however eminent they were in other 
reſpects, are little known in the hiſtory 
of Philoſophical Science; and yet it 
doth not appear that they diſcharged 
unworthily the duties of the office to 
which they were choſen. It is no undue 
compliment to Sir Joſeph Banks to ſay, 


that, with regard to his acquaintance 


with natural knowledge, and his muni- 
ficence and ſucceſs in promoting it, he 
is ſuperior to ſome, and equal to others 
of the perſons now mentioned. A Pre- 
ſident cannot be ſuppoſed to excel in 
every branch of Philoſophy, nor is-it 
always to be expected that he ſhould be 


a pro- 


[ 127 ] 
a profound Mathematician. It is evi- 
dent, from the preceding catalogue, 
that no ſuch thing has been deemed eſ- 
ſential by the members of the Royal So- 
ciety, Sir Hans Sloane, who fuccecded 
Sir Iſaac Newton, was chiefly diſtin- 
guiſhed by his {kill in the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms; and other Preſidents 
have had their particular departments 
of ſcience, to which they were more 
eminently devoted. Men are endued 
with different talents, all of which are 
uſeful in their turn. This will be the 
caſe with the gentlemen who are ap- 
pointed to preſide over the Royal So- 
ciety ; and no reaſonable fault can be 
tound with them, provided they do not 
diſcountenance the ſtudics and purſuits 
which are ſomewhat out of their own 
way. I am not ſenſible that any ſuch 


charge can juſtly be brought againſt Sir 


Joſeph Banks. Mathematical and Aſtro- 
nomical papers have been ſo far from 
being neglected during his adminiſtra- 
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tion, that, on the contrary, they occupy 
a due proportion, and conſtitute, as they 
will always deſerve to conſtitute, a moſt 
honourable part of the Tranſactions. It 
ought to be no reflection upon any Pre- 
ſident, that he is not poſſeſſed of the 
ſpecific and peculiar qualities of thoſe by 
whom he has been preceded. My late 
excellent friend, Sir John Pringle, was 
admirable in the ſpeeches which he made 
on the annual aſſignments of Sir God- 
frey Copley's medal; and I eſteem it no 
ſmall happineſs of my life, that I have 
endeavoured to do juſtice to his charac- 
ter in this reſpect. But it is not need- 
ful, nor indeed would it be proper, that 
every Preſident ſhould be ambitious of 
diſtinguiſhing himſelf exactly in the 
ſame mode. Though Sir Joſeph Banks 
may not aim at this particular point of 
honour, it doth not hence follow that 
he is diſqualified for ſuſtaining, with 
real reputation and utility, the high 
ſtation he holds in the Royal Society. 
A cenſure, not very liberal, has been 

paſt 
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paſt upon the purity and elegance of his 
ſtile. I ſuppoſe that he doth not pre- 
tend to any extraordinary ſkill in the 
little turns and niceties of compoſition. 
Theſe things are chiefly to be expected 
from thoſe who are in the habit of writ- 
ing for the preſs; and yet they are not 
always to be found even in ſuch perſons. 
It is poſſible for a man to be a profeſſed 
ſcholar and author, to fit in the chair of 
criticiſm, to aſſume the office of direct- 
ing the taſte and judgment of the pub- 
lic, and, at the fame time, to fall into 
many inaccuracics of language. Never- 
theleſs, I ſhould be unwilling, even in 
ſuch a caſe; to condemn with ſeverity. 
In ſuch a caſe; I would be thankful for 
the inſtruction received; I would do 
juſtice to the general learning of the 
writer; I would teſtify to the vigour of 
his mind; and I would apptaud the free 
and independent ſpirit with which he 
delivered his opinions, though they 
might not happen to coincide with the 
gictates of my own underſtanding. 
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The temper of the Preſident has 
been repreſented as greatly. deſpotic. 
Whether it be ſo or not, I am unable 
to determine from perſonal knowledge. 
I do not find that a charge of this kind 
is brought againſt him by thoſe who 
have it in their power to be better 
judges of the matter. He appears to be. 
manly, liberal, and open in his beha- 
viour to his acquaintance, and very 
perſevering in his friendſhips. Thoſe 
who have formed the cloſeſt intimacy 
with him have continued their connec- 
tion, and maintained their eſteem and 
regard. This was the caſe with Capt. 
Cook and Dr. Solander; and other in- 
ſtances might, I believe, be mentioned 
to the ſame purpoſe. The man who, 
tor a courſe of years, and without di- 


minution, preſerves the affections of 


thoic friends who know him beſt, is 
not likely to have unpardonable faults 


- 'of temper. 


It 


1 

It is poſſible that Sir Joſeph Banks 
may have aſſumed a firm tone in the 
execution of his duty as Preſident of the 
Society, and have been free in his re- 
bukes, where he apprehended that there 
was any occaſion for them. If this hath 
been the caſe, it is not ſurpriſing that 
he ſhould not be univerſally popular, 
That ſoftneſs of mind which never 
adopts the language of reproof, will 
always be admired and loved, whilt the 
hand of diſcipline will be found, in 
ſome degree, uneaſy, even to the wor- 


thieſt perſons. 


If, however, we ſhould make the ſup- 
poſition, that there is ſome warmth of 
temper in Sir Joſeph Banks, and that he 
may have exerted it in inftances where it 
would better have becn avoided, all this, 
when accompanied with ſubſtantial me- 
rit, would by no means juſtify an at- 
tempt to depriye him of the chair of 
the Society. Other Preſidents may have 
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had ſimilar faults, without their having 
been eſteemed deſerving of ſo ſevere an 
inquiſition. It would be needleſs to 
make the trite obſervation, ** that hu- 
man characters are not perfect.“ Mr. 
Whiſton informs us, that Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, in his old age, could not bear con- 
tradition ; and that he was of a moſt 
fearful, cautious, and ſuſpicious diſpo- 
ſition. 


But let us imagine the worſt of the 
caſe; let us grant, for a moment, that 
Sir Joſeph Banks's behaviour has been 
as criminal as is repreſented, does it 
hence follow that the conduct of his an- 
tagoniſts can be defended? Such an 
inference could not be drawn with truth 
and with juſtice. They ought not to 
have diſturbed the ordinary meetings of 
the Society, and interrupted the pro- 
greſs of philoſophical purſuits, but have 
reſerved the conteſt for the annual day 
of election. That is the time in which 

the 


1 


the points in debate ſhould be brought 
forward, and in which it ſhould be aſ- 
ſerted, if the poſition can, with any 
ſound appearance of reaſon, be main- 
tained, that Sir Joſeph Banks is no 
longer worthy to be Preſident of the 
Royal Society. 


It may not be amiſs to enquire what 
was the conduct of our predeceſſors on a 
ſimilar occaſion. In the year 1710, a 
ſcheme was formed, and ſoon carried 
into execution, for the removal of the 
Society from Greſham College, where it 
had hitherto met, to Dr. Brown's houſe 
in Crane-court, Fleet-ſtreet, which was 
to be purchaſed for that purpoſe. The 
deſign was warmly ſupported by Sir 
Iſaac Newton and his Council, with the 
exception of two diſſentient voices. On 
the other hand, it was diſagreeable to 
ſeveral of the Fellows, who, upon this 
occaſion, loudly exclaimed againſt the 
meaſare, and charged Sir Ifaac with be- 

K 3 having 
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having in an arbitrary and tyrannical 

manner. The terms that were uſed in 

5 the controverſy are curious, and convey 
| ſentiments very fimilar to thoſe which 
have been expreſſed in the late diſſen- 

tions. In a pamphlet which was pub- 

liſhed by one of Sir Ifaac Newton's op- 

ponents, he is ſaid to have run up the 

authority of the chair, not once to any 

of the juſt and wiſc ends of his office ; 
| is repreſented as having violated his 
| duty, in not ſeeing the Treaſurer's ac- 
. counts audited; is charged with hav- 
| ing inſulted the conſtitution of the So- 
ciety ; and is even accuſed of being much 
in arrear to his honour, and to his oath *. 

Such was the manner in which the great 

Sir Iſaac Newton was treated, for form- 

ing a defign that was highly proper in 

itſelf, and which afterwards, I believe, 


An Account of the late Proceedings in the Council 
of, the Royal Society, in order to remove from Greſham 
ge into Crane- court, in Fleet- ſtreet, p. 8, 9, 15s 


19, 20, 
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was univerſally approved. But with all 
the ſeverity exerciſed againſt him, the 
diſſatisfied members never thought of 
making the Society's ordinary meetings 
the ſcene of altercation and debate. It 
was on St. Andrew's day that the Fel- 
lows were called upon to aſſert their 
rights, and to emancipate themſelves 
from the tyranny under which they had 
ſuffered. The concluſion of the pamph- 
let on the ſubject is ſo ſtriking, that the 
inſertion of it will probably be accept- 
able to many of my readers. 


« But after all, Sir, perhaps you will 

* aſk me what remedy the Society can 
* have againſt the Council for any thing 
e they have or may act, not only with- 
% out their conſent, but expreſsly 
ce againſt their opinion; for refuſing to 
«© hear it, methinks, is equivalent to 
e that. To this, Sir, I might reply, 
ce that I have ſaid enough, if I have 
* convinced you, that the Council is 
K 4. accoun- 
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#* accountable to the Society for what 
& they act in the diſpoſal and manage- 
* ment of their eſtate, If this be al- 
« lowed, it muſt alſo be allowed that 
« they are but truſtees; and as ſuch, 
« the law is open to relieve every breach 


* of truſt they can be juſtly charged 
* with. 


s* But if you think this remedy too 
* tedious, the Society hath another im- 
" mediately in their own power. All 
the officers and near half the Council 
« are choſen annually: St. Andrew's 
4 day i is at hand; if the Society be diſ- 
«« ſatisfied with the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, let them chooſe a new miniſtry, 
« This cannot with any colour be com- 
„ plained of: ſince they have enjoyed 
an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of elec- 
tions for a long time. No injury nor 
6s indignity will by this be offered to 
them: but on the contrary, it will 
es he a means to clear their reputation. 

« Tt 
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ff It cannot be denied, that their dark 
5 intimations, and undue reſervedneſs, 
have given juſt occaſion to entertain 
e ſuſpicions not very favourable towards 
* them. If the cauſe of theſe appear- 
** ances be no worſe than the effects of 
* ſome indiſcretions, the Society may 
* reſtore them with great honour the 
* next election. But if there be really 
* any finiſter combinations, ar bad de- 
« ſigns, to enſlave the Society, and to 
ce ſacrifice it to their inſolent reſent- 
© ments, the Fellows will be neither 
* juſt to themſelves nor the public, if 
* they neglect this opportunity of chu- 
„ ſing new officers. A new Preſident, 
* new Treaſurer, and a new Secretary, 
* with the aſſiſtance. of an honourable 
„ wiſe Council, will ſoon unravel all 
* the clue of the late intricate proceed- 
* ings: they will eafily purſue them 
* through all the meanders of their dark 
„labyrinth, where they have ſecured 
** themſelves ſo many years; and ex- 

640 poſe 


1 
* poſe them to the juſt indignation of 
te the Society. | 


« This, Sir, is an immediate remedy; 
ce and as ſuch, I leave it to your conſi- 
« deration. If you think fit to com- 
«© municate theſe ſentiments with any of 
„ the Fellows, you may uſe your own 
e pleaſure: I heartily wiſh the ſucceſs 
* according to the juſtice of their 
e cauſe *. 


Whether theſe threatenings were at- 
tempted. to be put into execution, I am 
not able to determine. If they were, it 
1s certain that the attempt was wholly 
unſucceſsful; for Sir Iſaac Newton roſe 
triumphant above all oppoſition, and 
continued, without interruption, Preſi- 
dent of the Royal Society to the day of 
his death. 


Whilſt ſuch charges of violence and 
deſpotiſm have been brought againſt Sir 
Joſeph 

* Tbid. p. 30—32. 
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Joſeph Banks, it is natural to aſk, whe- 
ther all his antagoniſts have maintained 
a becoming moderation. I ſhall not 
enter into minute enquiries in this re- 
ſpect: but two points have been ſug- 
geſted, in the late publications, which 
cannot be paſſed over without notice. 
One is, the idea which has been thrown 
out, for the diſſatisfied members ““ to 
form into a firm and ſteady phalanx, 
* to ſhut the doors of the Society en- 
* tirely, and oppoſe all admiſſions what- 
« ever, till there is full aſſurance given 
« that the outrages now complained of 
„ ſhall never be repeated* ;” that is; 
till ſuch conceſſions and retractations are 
made as are plainly contrary to the ſen- 
timents and reſolutions of a vaſt majo- 
rity of the Fellows. Surely a thought of 
this kind could not have been ſtarted by 
any perſon who was not improperly 
heated in the courſe of the controverſy. 
Becauſe certain gentlemen are diſpleaſed 


* Hiſtory of Excluſions, p. 14. 
5 2 witk 
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with the Preſident, and cannot obtain 
the ſubmiſſions which they particularly 
demand, are they to unite together, to 
reject every candidate, however, en- 
titled, by the moſt diſtinguiſhed me- 
rit, to be unanimouſly choſen ? No 
man of reflection can be inſenſible of 
the injuſtice and cruelty of ſuch a me- 


thod of proceeding. Is the reſentment 


againſt Sir Joſeph Banks to be poured 
out upon innocent and worthy objects ? 
There is not a fingle perſon in the op- 
poſition who is capable of ſuch a con- 
duct. I repeat it, there is not a ſingle 
perſon in the oppoſition who is capable 
of ſuch a conduct: no, not Dr. Hor- 
fley or Mr. Maty, in all the warmth of 
their indignation againſt the Preſident, 
It is impoſſible that, after a moment's 
conſideration, they could act ſo unman- 
ly and ungenerous a part. The threat- 
ening, therefore, can only be regarded 
as a matter haſtily thrown out, in the 
heat of debate, and which could never 

ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly be intended to be carried into 
effect. If it were—but I will not in- 


dulge a ſuppoſition ſo incongruous to 
the feelings of every liberal mind, 


Another thing which has been threat- 
ened, is the Erection of a new So- 
ce ciety, a real Academy of Sciences; in 
ce the country.” This is an idea on 
which many obſervations might be made; 
but I ſhall not give way to them on the 
preſent occafion. The ſcheme, I truſt, 
will be well digeſted, before it is at- 
tempted to be put into execution; for it 
will undoubtedly require very mature 
deliberation. It may juſtly be preſum- 
ed, that moſt of the gentlemen con- 
need with the oppoſition, however 
diſpleaſed they may have been, in cer- 
tain reſpects, with Sir Joſeph Banks, 
will not eaſily be perſuaded to take ſo 
extraordinary a ſtep. They will permit 
me to bring to their recollection the 

2 | manner 
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manner in which the Society acted in 
the differences of former times. | In the 
year 1727, after the deceaſe of Sir Iſaaę 
Newton, there was a violent conteſt 
with regard to the appointment of his 
ſucceſſor, and the conteſt lay between 
the mathematical part of the Society, and 
thoſe who were principally devoted to 
the ſtudy of natural hiſtory. The two 
candidates were Mr. Folkes and Sir 
Hans Sloane; the firſt at the head of the 
Former party, and the other of the lat- 
ter. The members came from every 
quarter of the kingdom to ballot. The 
victory was in favour of Sir Hans Sloane: 
but after the friends of each of theſe 
gentlemen had exerted themſelves to the 
utmoſt on the fide they had eſpouſed, 
there was no farther diſſenſion. They 
united together, as before, in their ſe- 
veral departments, in promoting the ob- 
jects of the Royal Society. After the 
interval of a year, Mr. Folkes was cho- 
ſen of the Council, and continued ſuch, 

| 3 without 
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without interruption, till he was elected 
Preſident, on the reſignation of Sir 
Hans Sloane, The ſame moderation 
and good temper will, I doubt not, be 
adopted by much the greater number of 
the gentlemen who have appeared againſt 
Sir Joſeph Banks in the late debates. 
Of this I am fully perſuaded, from their 
known diſpoſitions and characters. They 
have ftood up firmly in the cauſe of 
Dr. Hutton, becauſe they believed him 
to be injured. They have given their 
teſtimony in other reſpects, where they 
thought there was reaſon for complaint. 
Having done all this, and brought the 
matters in queſtion to the deciſion of 
the Society, they will now cither lay 
aſide their reſentments, or, at leaſt, ab- 
ſtain from any ſuch expreſſion of them 
as ſhall afford room to future diviſions. 
I truſt, too, that they will give the So- 
ciety the honour and benefit of their 
communications. May it not be hoped, 
that Dr. Hutton himſelf, when his pre- 

ſent 
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0 ſent feelings are ſubſided, will continue 
5 to maintain and aſſert his own glory, in 


that ſcientific way to which he is ſo 
eminently equal ? 


I cannot but expreſs my wiſh that 
Mr. Maty could be induced to abate 
ſomething of the warmth of his diſpo- 
fition, For his general integrity, and 
for the particular proof he hath diſplay- 
ed of it in a ſtriking inſtance, by which 
he facrificed his intereſts and proſpects 
in life, he is greatly to be reſpected. 
Nor will the praiſe be denied him of 
abilities and learning. But certainly, in 
the exerciſe of his free and independent 
ſpirit, he might have preſerved a great- 
er moderation of temper. If, as is com- 
monly underſtood, he is the principal 
author of the Hiſtory of the Exclu- 
« fons,” the violence of it cannot be 
approved; and the time will probably 
arrive, in which he himſelf will ac- 
knowledge, that the language of his in- 
dignation 
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dignation hath gone beyond all reaſon- 
able limits. 


With regard to Dr. Horſley, though 
T have no perſonal diſreſpect to him, I 
think that it is doing ſervice to the cauſe 
of learning, to hold out, ſomewhat 
particularly, the errors he hath fallen 
into in point of literary haughtineſs. 
Few inſtances of it ſo ſtriking. can be 
produced, at leaſt in the preſent cen- 
tury ; and thoſe which the Doctor hath 
"afforded ought to be exhibited, as a 
caution to himſelf, and a warning to 
others. The manner which he aſſum- 
ed, during the late diſſenſions of the 
Royal Society, will not caſily be forgot- 
ten. The impreſſion will long remain, 
"on the minds of the members, of the 
power of voice, and the energy of words, 
with which his denunciations were deli— 
vered. The high tone he adopted went 
beyond the uſual cuſtom of public debates. 


He undoubtedly proceeded much too far, 
We | when 


I 146 J 

when he aſſerted that the Committee 
propoſed by Sir Joſeph Banks to enquire 
into the affair of Dr. Hutton, would be 
a packed jury, and when, though call- 
ed to order, he ſtill repeated, that it 
would be a packed Jury. Whatever con- 
ſtructions may have been attempted to 
be put upon this language, it is language 
highly to be condemned, and which 
cannot be remembered without indig- 
nation. | 


But it is the leſs extraordinary that 
Dr. Horſley ſhould uſe offenſive expreſ- 
ſions before the Royal Society, where he 
ſtood up in behalf of a friend whom he 
ſuppoſed to have been ill treated, when 
we conſider the lofty terms he has not 
been able to abſtain from in his eccleſi- 
aſtical capacity. I refer to his Charge, 
delivered to the Clergy of the Archdea- 
conry of St. Albans. In the beginning 
of this charge, the difference between 
the opulent and dignified, and the la- 

bouring 
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bouring part of the Parochial Clergy, is 
diſplayed in a manner which could not 
avoid being painful to the feelings of 
his hearers. The latter are told, with a 
mixture, however, of compliment to 
their worth, that they are obliged to 
ſubmit to a ſevere and conſtant toil in 
the practical branch of the profeſſion, 
as the labour by which they have to earn 
their daily bread; that they have little 
opportunity for private ſtudy and ſoli- 
tary meditation; and that they are in 
circumſtances unfriendly to literary im- 
provement; whilſt it belongs to the 
former, in conſequence of their provi- 
dential exemption from work of a har- 
der kind, to ſtand forth the champions 
of the common faith, and the advocates 
of their order, Now, were this repre- 
ſentation of things ever ſo juſt, what 
neceſſity was there for Dr. Horſley to 
hold out ſo mortifying a diſtinction, 
when he was addreſſing himſelf to none 
but beneficed and inferior clergy ? I do 


L 2 


not. 
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not recollect that the ſame diſtinction is 
ſo ſtrongly inſiſted upon in any even of 
the numerous epiſcopal charges which 
have fallen within my obſervation. The 
moit illuſtrious Prelates have avoided 
language which would make their bre— 
thren of a lower order too deeply to feel 
their inferiority. Dr. Horſley had no 
model before him of ſuch language in 
the excellent Biſhop to whom he has 
the honour of being Chaplain. Dr. 
Lowth, in whoſe eye genius and bene- 
volence are finely blended, and whoſe 
pen 1s dictated by imagination, taſte, and 
elegance, 1s an amiable pattern of the 
affability, condeſcenſion, and gentleneſs, 
which are the true ornaments of high 
ſtation, and of diſtinguiſhed abilities 
and learning. | 

I cannot forbear going ſomething out 
of my way, to plead the cauſe of the 
beneſiced and inferior clergy. They, it 
is ſuppoſed, are only qualified for a con- 
5 ſtant 
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ſtant attendance on the public ceremo- 
nies of external worſhip, or for the cha- 
ritable and neceſſary buſineſs of inſtruct- 
ing the people of the lower ranks in the 
firſt principles of the doctrine of Chriſt: 
and yet ſeveral of them have performed 
the moſt eſſential ſervices to the general 
intereſts of religion and learning. Bing- 
ham, who deſerved ſo well of the church 
by his “ Origines eccleſiaſticæ, never 
roſe to be higher than a Pariſh Prieſt. 
Mr. Jackſon gave moſt of his publica- 


tions to the world when he was only 


Rector of Roſſington, and never was 
advanced to any preferment that could 
be entitled a Dignity. The great Dr. 
Samuel Clarke produced all his valu- 
able works whilſt in the full exer- 
Ciſe of parochial duties; nor did he ever 
become a Dignitary of the Church of 
England, unleſs his having been a Chap- 
lain to Queen Anne is underſtood to 
confer that appellation. I mention not 
John Hales of Eaton, and Joſeph 
95 L 3 Mede; 
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Mede; for though the proviſion that 
was made for them was very ſmall, and 


inadequate to their merit, they had the 
advantages of a learned retirement. 


Not to purſue inſtances of this kind, 
another thing deſerves to be mentioned, 
which is, that with regard to thoſe dig- 
nitaries of the church who have been 
the moſt illuſtrious for their writings in 
the cauſe of religion and literature, 
they were not raiſed to their high and 
opulent ſtations that they might have 
leiſure for ſuch productions, but had 
their honours and emoluments conferred 
upon them for the ſervices they had 
done when they were only Pariſh Prieſts. 
John Boys, one of the Tranſlators of the 
Bible, did not obtain a Prebend of Ely 
from the hands of Biſhop Andrews, till 
he had gone through all his labours. 
Cave had publiſhed the greater number 
of his works before he was inſtalled a 
Canon of Windſor, Caſtell had finiſh- 

ed 
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ed his Lexicon Heptaglotton,” when 
he became a Prebendary of Canterbury. 
Biſhop Bull, whoſe name has been ſo 
much celebrated in the theological 
controverſy in which Dr. Horſley hath 
taken a diſtinguiſhed part, compoſed 
moſt of his learned productions, and | 
among the reſt, his Defence of the 
Nicene Faith, whilſt he was Rector of 
Suddington St. Mary, in Glouceſter- | 
ſhire, and amidſt an uncommonly allt- | 


duous diſcharge of his paſtoral func- 
tions. To come to our own times, 
Jortin, the glory of the church of Eng- 
land Divines in the preſent century, was f 
not drawn out of obſcurity till very late [ 
in life. All his valuable works, ex- 
cepting thoſe which were printed after 
his deceaſe, were publiſhed when he : 
had attained no higher a preferment l 
than the living of St. Dunſtan's in the 
Faſt. Warburton was only Rector of 
Burnt Broughton in Lincolnſhire, when 
he wrote his Alliance between Church 
L 4 and 
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and State, a great part of his Divine 
Legation of Moſes, and many of his 
other performances: and it was at Thur- 
caſton in Leiceſterſhire, that the Biſhop 
of Worceſter (Dr. Hurd) laid the foun- 
dation of his honours and his fame, in 
his beautiful Criticiſms on Horace, and 
his admirable Dialogues, If I am not 
miſtaken, the Lectures on Hebrew Poe- 
try, which are beyond all praiſe, had 
appeared, before the author of them, the 
preſent Dioceſan of London, had be- 
come a Prebendary of Durham. With 
regard to Dr. Horſley himſelf, he will 
not, I ſuppoſe, deny that he was known 
in the ſcientific world, when he was 
only miniſter of Newington Butts. 


Inſtances of the like ſort might be 
multiplied almoſt without end, and per- 
haps I have already been too large upon 
them; but I feel for the reſpectable 
characters of the beneficed and inferior 


clergy, and am hurt when the diſtinc- 
tions 
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tions between them and their ſuperiors 
are too pompouſly diſplaycd. It is ap- 
parent, from what has been ſaid, that 
ſome of them, without neglecting the 
cure of ſouls, may juſtly be ambitious 
of diſtinguiſhing themſelves in a larger 
ſphere, and of adding to the number of 
honourable advocates in the cauſe of 
truth, knowledge, taſte, and virtue. 


I muſt farther obſerve, that Dr. Horſ- 
ley's high ſenſe of his own dignity is 
too much diſplayed in the language of 
his publications. In his anſwer to Dr. 
Prieſtley, inſtead of ſaying, as uſual, in 
in the title page, By Samuel Horſley, 
L. L. D. F. R. S. Archdeacon of St. 
« Albans,” it runs thus: Letters from 
c the Archdeacon of St. Albans, in 
e reply to Dr. Prieſtley.” In the Table 
of Contents prefixed to the book, I find 
the following expreſſions : ** The Arch- 
deacon of St. Albans declines a regular 
„ controverſy with Dr. Prieſtley: — 

«© A Re- 
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e A Recapitulation of the Archdeacon's 
« Charge: — The Archdeacon's In- 
e terpretation of Clemens Romanus de- 
„ fended: — The Difference of the 
„Ebionites and Nazarenes no ſingular 
* or new Opinion of the Archdeacon's :” 
Dr. Prieſtley's Arguments from Origen 
and Euſebius not neglected in the 
« Archdeacon's Charge: es og 
«« Prieſtley's peculiar Senſe of the Word 
** Perſonification not perceived either by 
the Archdeacon or the Reviewer: — 
The outline however of Dr. Prieſt- 
« ley's work not miſrepreſented by the 
% Archdeacon : ” — The Archdeacon 
% abides by his aſſertion, that Dr. 
« Prieſtley hath miſrepreſented the Pla- 
* tonic Language: — © The Archdea- 
« con's Interpretation of the Platoniſts 
* refts not on his own conjecture, but 
* on the authority of Athenagoras :'' — 
„The Archdeacon's Suppoſition, that 
* the firſt Ebionites worſhipped Chriſt, 
e defended:— “ The Archdeacon takes 


leave 
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leave of the Controverſy.— After 
theſe ſpecimens of Dr. Horſley's fond- 
neſs for the repetition of his title, I 
ſhall not ſearch into the work itſelf, for 
other evidences of the dignitarian eleva- 
tion of his mind. Indeed, I ſhould pro- 
bably not have gone thus far, had I not 
perceived, with diſpleaſure, that ſome 
things which he hath ſaid, concerning 
two of my moſt reſpectable and re- 
ſpeed friends, may be conſtrued as 


having the appearance of a perſecuting 
tendency. 


Whilſt I have thought myſelf fully 
juſtified in making remarks upon Dr. 
Horſley, concerning matters wherein, as 
a public and literary man, he has fairly 
laid himſelf open to notice, I deſire 
it may be underſtood, that my ſtrictures 
upon him have no farther object. I do 
not call in queſtion his integrity ; I ar- 
raign not his motives, with regard to 
the caſes in which he hath manifeſted 

the 
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the greateſt warmth ; and I am ſenfible 
of his abilities and learning. I only 
wiſh that he would abate of his aſperity, 
and learn to bear his faculties ſomewhat 
more meekly. In that caſe, the world 
will be ready to do juſtice to his talents ; 
and if he ſhould think fit to remit of 
the ardour of his conteſt with the ma- 
Jority of the Royal Society, his future 
aſſiſtance in the proſecution of its pur- 
ſuits will, no doubt, be gratefully ac- 
cepted. 


It is time for me to draw to a con- 
cluſion. I have often obſerved with 
concern, that ſcientific and literary men 
entertain ſo high an opinion of their 
own particular ſtudies, as to view other 
ſtudies, and the perſons who are devoted 
to them, with ſome degree of contempt. 
But this is a diſpoſition which ought 
not to be cheriſhed by any candid and 
liberal mind. All the parts of know- 


ledge and learning have their ſpecific 
utility, 
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utility, and in their different degrees 
are entitled to eſtimation. Every one 
ſhould purſue his own line of enquiry 
with ardour, without deſpiſing thoſe 
who do not excel in the ſame attain- 
ments. It is only by a diverſity in the 
application of the mental powers, that 
the great ends of human improvement 
can be anſwered, and no object be neg- 
lected which may tend to enlighten and 
to meliorate the world. It is acknow- 
ledged that there are certain branches of 
ſcience which are more noble and ex- 
cellent than others; and to the ſuperior 
branches let proportionate praiſe and 
honour be given. The dignity and value 
of mathematical literature are ſuch, that 
it would not be eaſy to do juſtice to the 
ſubject. Its glory, I am perſuaded, will 
never be loſt in this country, The 
communications ariſing from it will al- 
ways be received with pleaſure by the 
Royal Society, and the gentlemen who 
are eminent in it will continue to en- 
rich 


E 
rich the Tranſactions as they have here- 
tofore done. 


Every man muſt be ſenſible of the 
ardent, the enquiring, the penetrating 
ſpirit of the times. The world is in 
agitation with reſpect to philoſophical 
diſcoveries. The zeal with which they 
are purſued has already been productive 
of great effects, and will be productive 
of ſtill greater effects in future. Britons 
in general, and the Royal Society in 
particular, will, I truſt, never ceaſe to 
be animated with the ſame Zeal. The 
members of that learned body will not 
ſpend their time, and loſe their renown, 
in unprofitable debates. The preſent 
conteſts will ſubſide, and the only am- 
bition will be who ſhall moſt contribute 
to extend the bounds of ſcience, to in- 
creaſe the powers of man over nature, 
and to promote the real honour of his 
country. This is the glory of the true 
Engliſhman, this the glory of the ge- 

5 nuine 
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nuine Philoſopher; and it is a glory 
infinitely ſuperior to the completeſt vie- 
tory in any perſonal diſpute. In a career 
ſo illuſtrious, the writer of the preſent 
tract can be no competitor: but he ſhall 
deem himſelf happy, if, in attempting 
to compoſe differences, he ſhall chance 
to be of any uſe to the Society which 
hath done him the honour of enrolling 
him among its members. The conſci- 
ouſneſs of this attempt will be the ſole 
reward of his undertaking. 
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